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khility 

Equipment on display for Bathroom 
and Personal Care. 

Equipment Centre Opening in May . 

Watch Press for notification of full 
opening . 

All aspects of disability, however 
slight, both physical or mental illness 
catered for. 

Call in or telephone between 1-4pm 
weekdays or 10-4pm Wednesdays for 
information on any aspect of 
disablement, clubs, equipment etc. 


THERE may seem little obvious connection between 
our front page picture of the cooling towers of Didcot 
Power Station and the work of the Church — or bet- 
ween a flourishing shoe retailing company and the life 
of a committed Christian. 

It may also seem strange to find a clergyman drinking tea 
with motorway construction workers, and a Roman Catholic 
nun attending staff meetings at a Truste House Forte Hotel. 

But inside this May issue we highlight some of the ways 
in which industrial chaplains minister to the world of work, 
not through high profile preaching but by providing a listen- 
ing ear and an understanding and sharing of some of its 
stresses and problems. 

Our centre spread featured on pages 8 and 9 provides a 
fascinating insight into this important but little publicised 
ministry, and so too does John Thompson’s account of his 
motorway ministry (page 4). 

But can you be a capitalist and a Christian? John 
Milward’s ‘God in the life of account (page 2) reveals that 
you can. Jesus is Lord of his whole life, and that includes 
his work as chairman of a successful retailing company. For 
him the separation of work and worship is a false one. 

The Bishop of Oxford would agree with him, and that is 
why he is challenging the investment policy of the Church 
Commissioners in the courts, and arguing in his article on 
page 6 that the Church should lead the way in developing 
an ethical investment policy. 

And what of that tricky relationship between the Church 
of England and the Government. Should the Prime Minister 
be involved in choosing the next Archbishop of Canterbury? 
In Side by Side on page 11, the Revd Sidney Hinkes says 
that she shouldn’t, while Canon Vincent Strudwick argues 
in favour of establishment because he says it takes the Church 
into the world and prevents it developing a ‘bunker’ men- 
tality. 

All this and much more inside The May DOOR. 

Photo above by Christopher Love shows Canon Ron Mit- 
chinson, Diocesan Industrial Missioner (left), with the Revd 
Norman Wadsworth, Chaplain to Didcot Power Station. 


An opportunity to invest 
directly in alternative 
production and marketing 
for Third World 
communities. Please write 
or phone for our 
information sheet: 

Onp Villiicrp 

Charlbuiyf Oxford 0X7 3SQ 
Phone 0993 812866 


At onevillageyou 

can find cotton durries 
from India, bamboo 
lampshades from the 
Philippines, pure 
silk cushions from 
Bangladesh. 

Come and see what 
else you can find. 

one villages 

The World Shop ^ 

ON THE A34 IN WOODSTOCK- OXFORD 
& REGENT ARCADE CHELTENHAM 

ONLY FROM COOPS & COMMUNITY ENTERPRISES WORLDWIDE 


Careful and 
creative , 
investments 
to help build 
a better world 
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TERRY'S CROSS 

Home for retired 
Clergy end Clergy 
widows 

Unfurnished bedsitting rooms 
with full board. 

NOW AVAILABLE at: 
Terry's Cross 
Clergy Retirement Home 
Henfield, West Sussex. 
Details: Accountant, Church 
House, 9 Brunswick Square 
HOVE BN3 1EN 
Tel: Brighton 29023 


Plary Collings 

Church Furnishings 

Est. 1965 

St Andrews Hall, Humber Doucy 
Lane, Ipswich, Suffolk IP4 3BP 
Tel: Ipswich (0473) 726673 
LARGE RADGE OF SECODDHADD 
GARHEDTS, WADTED OLD 
EMBROIDERIES, ICODS, RELICS, 
ADYTHIDG IDTERESTIDG 
CLERGY/CHOIR/ READERS 
ROBES, ALTAR FRODTALS, LIDED, 
FURNITURE, BRASS, SILVER, 
STAIDED GLASS 
BOUGHT fir SOLD 
DEW fr SECODDHADD 
Price list and fabric samples 
on request 



CORNWALL (nr. Looe) > 

Comfortable Bungalows in beautiful country setting, open^ 
all year. Central for all parts of Cornwall. Fully equipped, 
colour TV etc. Gardens and heated pool. Pets welcome. 

NO BAR, NO BINGO, NO DISCO! 

Telephone: Richard or Elizabeth Gegg 

0503 52570 



THE NEWMAN-MOWBRAY 
BOOKSHOP 

87 St Aldote, Oxford 0X1 1 RB 
Tel: 2446S4 

Christian Books, Cards, Crucifixes, etc. Candles, 
Communion Wine, Altar Breads, 

Church Stationery. 


CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
OXFORD 


VOICE TRIALS 

will be held on Saturday, 2nd June 1990 for boys between seven 
and nine to sing in the Cathedral Choir. 

Choristers receive boarding preparatory education at the Cathedral 
School with a scholarship of £2,475-£2,589 per annum. 

Please write to: 

The Headmaster, Christ Church Cathedral School 
3 Brewer Street, OXFORD 0X1 1QW. 



STOKE ROW 
PUFF N’STUFF 


Saturday 9th & Sunday 10th June 
Open 1 0am-5pm daily 

TRACTION ENGINES e VINTAGE VEHICLES 

AUCTION starting at 10.30 on Saturday 
STALLS # SIDESHOWS e CHILDREN'S FUNFAIR 
REFRESHMENTS LICENSED BAR 

Admission £2.50 Adult £1.50 Children/OAPs 

Location: Signposted from the A4074 by Woodcote and the A423 by Nuffield, S. 
Oxon. 


The Lord his guide — 
in Alfred's footsteps 


Our business started way back 
in 1857, when Alfred Milward, 
a young man who had just 
returned from Canada where he 
had learned the skill of bootmak- 
ing, established a trade in 
footwear from his small cottage 
in Basingstoke. With a 
“hawker’s licence’’ and a horse 
and cart, he travelled the local 
countryside retailing boots and 
shoes to “the clergy, gentry and 
inhabitants generally of Bas- 
ingstoke and its vicinity.” 

I’m glad that my great grand- 
father had a real Christian faith, 
and that his successors to the 
leadership of the Company have 
likewise known God personally. 
So did my parents. However, 
they never sought to pressurize 
us, but led us by example. As 
youngsters we went to 
Grey friars Church, here in 
Reading. 

The meeting I looked forward 
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John Milward 


to most was the Sunday after- 
noon Boys Crusaders’ class, 
which seemed relevant and real 
and at my level, and drew boys 
from different schools and from 
several denominations. It was 
through the Crusaders and my 
late uncle’s initiative that I went 
to a meeting when I was 1 1 , and 
realised the significance of 
trusting Jesus as my Saviour for 
the first time. I really cottoned 
on to the idea that He died for 
me. 

Trusting Jesus 

We must be careful, as Chris- 
tians, not to seem arrogant when 
talking about commitment: mine 
has waxed and waned, but I do 
acknowledge that there was a 
moment when God came into 
my life. Of course, it has 
nothing to do with merit which 
is often something that is 
misunderstood. It is all God’s 
grace and favour in reaching out 
to me and forgiving me. Men so 
often find this difficult, and 
seem to feel that they must earn 
their salvation. 

In the running of the company 
many of us take the view that we 
are, in God’s sight, all equal in 


preciousness to him. Although 
there are different jobs to be 
done we are of equal worth, and 
so that ought to influence the 
way we treat one another. This 
is to me a matter of fundamen- 
tal importance. 

We need to be a team with all 
the members sensing the value 
and significance of their roles. 

I had a problem in my early 
twenties, about the time of the 
Rachman controversy, over the 
question of profit — and I do 
still get distressed when people 
suggest that all that matters is 
profit. As a Christian, I feel that 
balance is the important thing. 
Though the first legal respon- 
sibility may be to the 
shareholders, I see the company 
as having three responsibilities 
and I have never departed from 
this “three-legged stool”. 


Question of proof 

One leg is the customer. 
When Alfred Milward put up his 
sign that he was a boot and 
shoemaker, he more or less said: 
“I am seeking to give a certain 
standard of service and reliabili- 
ty and integrity to my 


customers, and I will be judged 
by that.” 

Then there are the 800 people 
within the company who do the 
work, and we owe an enormous 
responsibility to them. The third 
leg of the stool is the 
shareholders, who have been 
very supportive and are entitled 
to a fair return. 

I believe that the Scripture 
which was precious to Eric Lid- 
dell: “Them that honour me I 
will honour” is very true. God 
honours His children and will 
bless them, and will often bring 
material blessing in His wonder- 
ful way, but sometimes the 
honour will not be in this life. 

There have been occasions in 
the Company when there have 
been enormous pressures. I have 
been told of the difficulties in the 
First World War in getting sup- 
plies, of the Thirties and the 
time of the Depression when we 
struggled immensely, and of the 
severe problems of keeping the 
business going in the last War. 

The present time is also not an 
easy one either for retailers, par- 
ticularly for shoe retailers. 
Though I believe that God will 
see us through, we need to seek 
His guidance, and then having 
had a sense of direction to get 
on with it wholeheartedly, pro- 
fessionally and with integrity. 

Ruth and I have had times of 
heartache too, not in our per- 
sonal relationship but in the 
pressures of married life as in 


any other family . My late aunt 
was very fond of the phrase “it 
came to pass’ ’ , and we’ve often 
held on to that when the going 
has been tough. We see that God 
has allowed challenge to come 
into our lives often, because we 
have lessons to learn and then it 
will pass in due time. God has 
never promised us an easy ride, 
but He has promised us grace 
for every situation. 

I think it’s a shame that we 
split up our lives so formally in- 
to “work” and “leisure” Of 
course, when you are at work 
you have certain responsibilities, 
and in your leisure time rather 
different ones. What is impor- 
tant, however, is to realise that 
everybody is valuable to God. 
He knows all about us, how 
many hairs we have. We just 
need to be able to relax and ac- 
cept His care and His interest in 
us, to seek His guidance and try 
and make sure that we are in His 
will and then get on with living 
— realising that He is with us in 
every aspect of our lives. 

In 1977 John Milward , succeed- 
ed his father as Chairman of 
Milwards Shoes, an independent 
family shoe retailing business 
founded by Alfred Milward in 
Basingstoke in 1857 but now 
based in Reading. He was 
educated at Reading and 
Monkton Combe schools, before 
completing his National Service 
and spending a year at the Col- 
lege for the Distributive Trades 
in London. He is married to 
Ruth, a qualified nurse and mid- 
wife and the daughter of 
Anglican missonaries, and they 
have three married daughters 
and four grandchildren. 


John Cain 

WE heard the news of John 
Cain’s death on February 28 
with great sadness. 

For 22 years he was head- 
master of Wallingford Grammar 

School. He was also a Reader 
Chairman or cuauesucii 
Deanery Synod, a member of 
the Diocesan Synod, Chairman 
of the Diocesan Trustees, a 
member of Bishop’s Council 
and a long serving Vice- 
Chairman of the Diocesan 
Council of Education and 
Training. 

A memorial service will be 
held on May 19 at Wallingford 
Grammar School at 12 noon, 
when the preacher will be the 
Right Reverend Peter Walker, 
the former Bishop of Ely. All 
will be welcome. 



FLAT BOOriNC SPECIALIST 


Garages, Bay Windows, Extensions 
Slating, and Tiling Work. 

For FREE ADVICE and Estimate 
from a 

PROFESSIONAL COMPANY 

TELEPHONE: 

0734 567621 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
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CONSERVATORIES 

Hand made in Cornwall. 

A choice of Swedish Redwood, 
Philippine Mahogany or Red 
Cedar. 

Traditional designs ranging from 
Victorian style to lean-to's. 

A large range of standard or 
made-to-measure. 


Finance available.. 



For unbeatable 
prices phone: 

RACHAEL 


on 

OXFORD 

750909 



avWHO 

CARES? 


• Only 1 1 % of the ' 
population has access 
to safe drinking water. 

• 50% of children die 
before the age of 5. 

• Average life expectancy 
is 46 years. 

• Nepal could lose all of 
its forests by the year 
2 , 000 . 

• Many people in Nepal 
have never heard of 
Jesus. 

INF is an interdenominational and evangelical Mission with over 
100 members from 1 5 different countries. 

As part of the church in Nepal, INF members seek to uphold and 
strengthen this growing national church in a country where it is 
unacceptable for a Hindu to change his religion. 

INTERNATIONAL NEPAL FELLOWSHIP (021) 427 8833 
69 Wentworth Road, Harborne, Birmingham B17 9SS 


Please send me details on 

□ Working with INF NAME 

□ Praying for INF 

□ INF Magazine ADDRESS: 
Today in Nepal' 


Postcode 
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Bishop takes cause into court 


THE Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
Richard Harries, plans to take legal 
action against the Church Commis- 
sioners over their investment policy. 
Bishop Richard is himself a Commis- 
sioner. 

Alleging that the Commissioners 
have “misinformed themselves about 
their financial policy,” Bishop 
Richard said, that having taken legal 
advice he believed that the Commis- 
sioners had a duty to pursue an in- 
vestment policy in which Christian 
values, rather than profit, were the 
overriding priority. 

Whenever he had raised the ques- 


tion of the ethics of their investment 
with the Commissioners, they had 
argued that they had a legal duty to 
provide for the maintenance of the 
clergy and their dependents, and so 
were bound to follow a policy 
where financial considerations were' 
paramount, said Bishop Richard. “It 
is a legal matter with two conflicting 
opinions, and only a High Court 
Judge, in the end, can rule which is 
right,” he said. 

Questions about the Church of 
England’s investment policy have 
been triggered most recently over the 
matter of investment in South Africa. 


Though the Church Commissioners 
do not invest directly in South Africa, 
they do invest in companies with some 
South African holdings, even though 
they have been asked to withdraw 
from them by the General Synod. 
However, the question is a much 
wider one. Other areas of contention 
include the Commissioners’ failure to 
invest adequately in low cost housing. 

The Christian Ethical Investment 
Group is supporting Bishop Richard’s 
action, and the Group’s convenor, the 
Revd Bill Whiffen, Vicar of Seer 
Green in Buckinghamshire, was also 
present at the press conference. 


Sir Douglas Lovelock, First Church 
Estates Commissioner, said that the 
Commissioners would oppose the ac- 
tion. If it was important for the 
Church to be a presence in every cor- 
ner of the land, then it was also 
necessary for the Commissioners’ 
present policies to continue in order 
to be able to afford to bring that 
about, he said. 

Bishop Richard can proceed with 
his action only if £25,000 is raised in 
pledges to cover the possible legal 
costs of the case. As we go to press, 
£11,000 has been guaranteed. 
Bishop Richard writes on page 6. 


Taking to the airwaves 
Wycombe make plans 


HIGH Wycombe could even- 
tually have a Christian-run radio 
station. A group of Christian 
ministers from a spectrum of 
denominations have held con- 
fidential discussions to explore 
the possibility of the Churches 
in High Wycombe running a 
Community Radio Station. They 
have already submitted a letter 
of intent to the “shadow” Radio 
Authority. 

The publication of the 
Government’s Broadcasting Bill 
indicates that it is now possible 
for broadly-based religious 
organisations to own and run 
local and community radio. 
Church leaders in High 
Wycombe believe that a 
Christian-run radio station could 
provide a real alternative to the 
commercially-based stations 
currently heard in the area. It 
could, for instance, be freed 
from the commercial demands 
of fund-raising and explore 
alternative methods of funding. 

The steering committee which 
has been set up to develop the 
idea and submit the letter of in- 
tent includes the Revd Philip 
Roderick, Principal of the Buck- 
inghamshire Archdeaconry 
Training Scheme, David Allsop, 
a youth worker with British 
Youth for Christ, and the Revd 
Richard Thomas, the Diocesan 
Communications Officer. Two 
Roman Catholics and a 
Methodist minister are also on 
the committee. 

Richard Thomas, who is ac- 
ting as a consultant to the group, 
explained the philosophy behind 
the proposed new radio station. 
“There are over 60 Christian 
churches with a wide diversity 
of traditions in the High 
Wycombe area, and a Com- 
munity Radio Station run by 
Christians from these churches 
could provide a distinctly dif- 
ferent sound to that heard in 
Wycombe at present,” he said. 


The programming will have a 
Christian ethos, but be based on 
a broad understanding of the 
community, which the station 
will serve. It will not be an 
American-style ‘electronic 
church’, but a genuinely Com- 
munity Radio Station providing 
what the steering group 
describes as “wholesome quali- 
ty programmes for the com- 
munity”. 

Local news, features, enter- 
tainment and sports coverage 
will be combined with com- 
munity information, social ac- 
tion and religious programming 
for all traditions to provide a 
comprehensive spread of com- 
munity programmes. 

The new Christian Radio Sta- 
tion would take into account 
the ethnic differences of its 
listeners. It would also make a 
point of involving volunteers in 
presenting and making program- 
mes, Richard Thomas said. 

The suggestion has already 
been welcomed by church and 
community members. After 
looking at the letters of intent, 
the Shadow Radio Authority is 
expected to advertise its first 
round of franchises in 1991. 


Calling all 
pilgrims 

THE Bishops of Oxford and 
Buckingham will attend this 
year’s Glastonbury Anglican 
Pilgrimage on June 31. Bishop 
Richard will be the celebrant and 
preacher at the Holy Eucharist 
in the Abbey, while Bishop 
Simon will preside and preach 
at Evensong. 

If you would like to go, con- 
tact the West of England 
Pilgrimage Association, St 
John’s Parish Office, High 
Street, Glastonbury BA6 9DR. 


Blessings at Easter 



EASTER Eve this year was an unforgettable day for Mrs Shir Lata 
Chand (centre). A Hindu by upbringing, she was baptised by Father 
Keith Haydon, Team Rector of St James, Cowley at 3pm, and an 
hour later her marriage was also blessed by him. 

Finally, during the Service of Easter Light that evening, she was 
confirmed by the Bishop of Oxford. All three services were attended 
by many members of the Asian Community, some of them from 
far afield. 

Mrs Chand ’s Baptism was in itself an unusual one. At her re- 
quest it was by total immersion, and with true ecumenical spirit 
the nearby John Bunyan Baptist Church lent their pool for the oc- 
casion. It was the first time that an Anglican Baptism had been held 
there, said John Mitchell, Secretary of the Baptist Church. 

“We were delighted to be of help. It has cemented the co- 
operation that has developed between the denominations,” he said. 
Seen assisting Father Keith is Mrs Chand ’s father-in-law, Mr Wazir 
Chand, a community worker attached to St Luke Church in the same 
parish. It was a special occasion too for him. He has recently heard 
that he has been accepted for ordination as a non-stipendiary deacon. 
Photo: Christopher Love. 


Borough 
Dean: a 
debut 

MILTON KEYNES has a new 
Borough Dean. He is Canon 
David Goldie, who for the past 
four years has been the co- 
ordinator of the Christ the Cor- 
nerstone building project and 
also Rural Dean. 

The office of Borough Dean 
is new to this Diocese. It is the 
outcome of the deliberations of 
a small committee who met last 
year under the chairmanship of 
the Bishop of Buckingham, to 
consider the idea that Milton 
Keynes should become a 
separate Archdeaconry. 

The appointment of a 
Borough Dean rather than an 
Archdeacon was decided upon 
‘‘as an interim measure” 
because Milton Keynes’ need 
was so urgent. 

David Goldie is delighted with 
his new appointment. With the 
new ecumenical Church of 
Christ the Cornerstone due for 
completion in 1991, he believes 
it is vital that there should be a 
senior Anglican priest living in 
Milton Keynes who can speak 
for all the Anglicans in the 
Borough which covers two 
deaneries. The new post would 
provide “a nice bonding for 
Anglicans in the area,” David 
Goldie says. 

He emphasises that Milton 
Keynes will not become a “no- 
go area” for the Archdeacon of 
Buckingham. However, “his 
workload should become a lit- 
tle less heavy,” because some of 
his week-to-week functions 
relating to church buildings and 
manpower will be delegated to 
the new Borough Dean. 

Bird’s eye view 

THE Bishop of Oxford’s 
Chaplain the Revd James Wood- 
ward will give a “young view” 
of the state of the Church of 
England in a BBC television 
programme on May 4 at 8pm. 
Called Public Eye, it has been 
filmed in and around Oxford and 
will also feature the Bishop. 


It’s only the end 
of a beginning 


GLOBAL WINDOW 


by John Madeley 


Trees- a shared inheritance 


CLOSE to where I live in 
Reading, a fight is going on to 
save a local beauty spot which 
has the unlikely name ‘Bug’s 
Bottom’. If the developers win, 
trees will be chopped down and 
500 houses built in an area that 
is already heavily congested. 

To us in Britain, trees are 
often something we miss if they 
disappear. For people who live 
in the Sahel region of west 
Africa, on the southern fringe of 
the Sahara ddsert, trees assume 
rather more importance. 

Massive tree-felling in the 
Sahel has changed the region’s 
climate, with alarming conse- 
quences for food production and 
livelihoods, believes Mr Bob 
Mann, an agriculturalist with 30 
years experience as a village 
worker. He has written a report 
for Christian Aid: “Time is 
Running Out”, in which he 
points to a definite link between 


deforestation and climatic 
change.* 

And the result, he says, is that 
“Africa’s arid regions are edg- 
ing towards catastrophe. What 
is happening is alarming — the 
lives of millions are at risk”. 

Mann recently toured nine 
countries in West Africa, and 
says that the evidence from 
across the region is that 
deforestation has led to lower 
rainfall, increased ground 
temperatures, and created the 
conditions under which rivers 
dry up, the desert spreads and 
crop land is lost. 

He claims that 635,000 square 
kilometres has been overrun by 
desert in the last 50 years, and 
that a semi-arid belt “300 to 
1 100 km. wide, stretching 
across the continent, is becom- 
ing sterile”. 

Deforestation is due to a 
number of causes — logging for 
export, for example, which is 


common in the region. Another 
cause is that local people have 
little option but to chop down 
trees to use as fuel wood. They 
cannot afford to use anything 
else. But when trees go, good 
food-growing land is left un- 
protected and is in danger of be- 
ing lost. 

What is clear, is that drought 
in the Sahel is now recurring 
more frequently than before. 
Many areas that formerly en- 
joyed two rains a year are now 
getting only one. 

Bob Mann urges that people 
in the Sahel are given help with 
‘ ‘ environmental reconstruc- 
tion”; with tree planting “run- 
ning through all rural activities 
and planned by village people 
themselves — who are deeply 
concerned and aware of their 
predicament”. It is often sheer 
desperation which leads them to 
axe trees in the first place. 


If action is not taken now, he 
warns, “droughts will continue 
and intensify, additional areas 
will become barren and useless 
for crop or livestock production, 
and famines and starvation will 
increase”. 

The theme of this year’s 
Christian Aid Week; “The 
world is our community”, 
reminds us that we are all 
members of one family. Trees 
are a shared inheritance — 
something that the vast majori- 
ty of us depend on in one form 
or another. 

Those of us who take trees for 
granted, give or take that ir- 
ritating local development, 
might remember the people, this 
Christian Aid Week, whose very 
survival depends on them. 

♦Available from Christian Aid, 
PO Box 100, London SE1 7RT, 
price £3 including postage. 


“WE are not pushing the 
Church Urban Fund aside with 
a great sigh of relief,” em- 
phasised the Bishop of Oxford 
when he opened the packed 
meeting of the CUF Deanery 
Co-ordinators and Parish Pro- 
moters at Wheatley on March 
17. 

Mr John Prodger, Chairman 
of the Diocesan Appeal thank- 
ed the Appeal Committee 
members and the parishes and 
deaneries for their hard work. 
The whole network had been a 
very successful experiment, he 
said. The Diocese had raised 
£953,000 to date with a further 
Vh million from the Diocesan 
reserves. However, the whole 
sum was a drop in the ocean 
compared with the problems. 

The Revd Paul Nicholson, 
Director of the Diocesan Appeal 
and a member of the Faith in the 
City Group, outlined his sugges- 
tion for a Society which would 
be independent of Diocesan 
structures and which would 
commit its members to prayer, 
study and action relevant to the 
needs of the poor in the Diocese, 
the nation and the world. 

The meeting might wish the 
Diocesan Board of Social 
Responsibility to sponsor 
specific action on poverty in ad- 
dition to their existing work on 
housing, homelessness and other 
matters — or to encourage them 
to work with a new Society or 
with existing organisations such 
as Church Action on Poverty, 
said the Board’s Diocesan Of- 
ficer, Dr Anne Borrowdale. 

The origin and aims of the 
Sunderland link were outlined 
by the Diocesan Industrial 
Chaplain, the Revd Ron Mit- 


chinson. It was, he said, a twa 
way process whereby those ii 
the Oxford diocese could lean 
about the Sunderland situatioi 
and the problems of poverty anc 
despair. He stressed: “It is no 
just a matter of money; it is alsc 
our involvement.” 

Postscript: The Board oi 
Social Responsibility met at th< 
end of April to look at how t( 
continue work on poverty in th< 
Diocese, and how the CUI 
Parish Promoters network couk 
be used in the future. Mor< 
about this in another issue. 

• Sound in the cities 

The theme for Church Urbai 
Fund Week 1990 (September IS 
— October 7) will be music. Th< 
national organisers are calling 
for “Sound in the City”, and in 
vite you to make music in tht 
parish, in the cathedral, in tht 
schools and in the streets. 

At least one parish has already 
begun to make its plans. Tht 
Benefice of Ashbury, Longcot 
Fernham and Compton Beau 
champ is preparing to presen 
“In His Presence” by Roge 
Mayor on Sunday, October 7 
The work is written for choir 
soloists, flute, oboe, horn 
trumpets, trombones and per 
cussion and singers and in 
strumentalists in the vicinity ar 
invited to join them. Rehearsal 
are on Sunday evenings at 8pr 
in Ashbury Church. 

As a further contribution t 
CUF Music Week, the Ashbur 
Choir are willing to travel t 
other churches to lead their cor 
gregations in an hour of prais 
and worship using songs froi 
“In His Presence”. For detail 
contact Audrey Harrison o 
0793 782838. 
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MOVING OUT OF THE FAST LANE 


IF you are an extraverted person 
who gains energy during sociable ac- 
tivity and ‘takes a break’ by getting 
even more involved in games, par- 
ties and gatherings you may wonder 
why there is a growing tendency 
among your quieter colleagues to 
seek a renewal of energy by mak- 
ing a retreat. You may also be aware 
of your own need to step out of the 
fast lane for a time of peace and 
reflection — as long as it is brief! 

A few days away from our usual 
responsibilities and in an atmosphere 
which offers freedom from the 
clock, from achieving goals, from 
expectations allows us a chance to 
re-focus and to see what is happen- 
ing to us and how and why it hap- 
pens. Patterns of behaviour get 
reinforced when we never reflect on 
their consequences. A time of 
spiritual stock-taking can clear away 
dead practices and redundant clut- 
ter and shed light on the way ahead. 

The concept of a retreat goes back 
to OT times. Jesus needed (and made 
sure of) time apart and through more 
than the Christian tradition time 
apart to attend to major issues has 
been important. 

Individually given retreats, when 
each retreatant is helped to make 


their own journey into Christ, grew 
from the inspiration of St Ignatius of 
Loyola while recovering from a war 
wound in the 16th Century. These 
retreats have been revived in recent 
times and enable people to work with 
their own experience of God. The 
treat is usually of .8 days’ duration 
and involves the individual’s own 
prayer with a daily session to con- 
fer with a guide. 

Whe would a retreat help you? 
When you are aware of you need 
(but not in a crisis) when you are 
looking for direction, or new mean- 
ing in your life, when you have an 
important decision to make or a rela- 
tionship to consider; when you iden- 
tify yourself by your weaknesses and 
limitations and need to be remind- 
ed of how infinitely you are loved. 

Details of retreats in the UK in 
1990 are listed in the journal of the 
National Retreat Association The 
VISION, which is obtainable from 
the National Retreat Centre, 24 
South Audley Street, London W1Y 
5DL (£1.30 by post). 

The NRA is an ecumenical federa- 
tion of Retreat Groups functioning 
in the Anglican, Roman Catholic, 
Methodist, Baptist and United 
Reformed traditions. 


Cnr&tM ’ 
Centre- 


The historic vicarage of 
Olney, Restored for use in 
the service of Christ. 

GROUP STUDY DAY? 

Church Family Retreats and 
Conference Centre. Special Cheap 
Rates for mid-week. 

We offer day and residential facilities in this unique setting at 
very attractive rates. 



Olney is a charming rural town just 15 mins from the Ml 
(J14), close to Bedford, Northampton and Milton Keynes. 

For full details please write to The Administrator at: 
The John Newton Christian Centre , Church Street , Olney, 
Bucks , MK46 4AD , or telephone: (0234) 713162 

Registred No. 1986366 Limited by guarantee Charity No. 294412 


BISHOP'S HOUSE, IONA 

Beautifully situated overlooking the Sound of Iona, Bishop's 
House offers a warm welcome, comfortable accommodation 
and good food. Parish groups or individuals are welcome. 
Daily services in the house chapel. Booking essential. 

Contact Fiona Martin — telephone 06817 306. 


THE COLLEGE, CUMBRAE 

In majestic position on the Island of Cumbrae (Firth of Clyde), 
The College is sister house to Bishop's House. In addition it 
offers the facility for small conferences and music practice 
in the attendant tiny Cathedral (smallest in the UK). 

Contact Provost McCubbin — telephone 0475 530353 


ANSVAR CONFERENCE 
& HOLIDAY CENTRE 

Situated in quiet area in the heart of Eastbourne. Ideal 
for Church groups, school parties etc. 

★ Maximum accommodation for up to 20 guests. 

★ Attractive lawned gardens. 

★ Minutes from beaches, town centre, South Downs. 

★ Many special amenities. 

if Individual families welcome June-August inc. 

Contact Marianne Williams for more information: 

NBV House, 29 St Leonards Road, Eastbourne, 

East Sussex BN21 3UU. Tel: (0323) 643221 & 22439. 



EEIABBEY 


CHRISTIAN HOLIDAY AND 
CONFERENCE CENTRE 



SITUATION: Lee Abbey lies in the Exmoor National Park 
within its own coastal estate providing stunning scenery, and 
encompassing a secluded beach and beautiful woodland. 


FACILITIES AND ACTIVITIES: Tennis courts, sports hall, 
horse riding nearby, organised walks, farm, nature museum, 
library, playroom and adventure playgrounds. 


MAY 21-26: Guest speaker Rev. Barry Kissell of 
Chorleywood.' 


JUNE 1-3: 'The Weak and the Strong', the joys and 
challenges of missionary work; jointly sponsored with CMS. 


Both of these conferences are open to individuals and church 
groups. 


Autumn Church Group Weekends — please write for details 
of our extensive programme of weekend conferences. 




For further details 
or a brochure contact: 
The Booking Office, Lee Abbey 
LYNTON, N. Devon EX35 6JJ. Tel: (0598) 52621 




THE M40 extension 
dissects our Diocese from 
north to south. Its building 
has fascinated passing 
motorists, horrified conser- 
vationists, and brought 
hundreds of construction 
workers to live in tem- 
porary caravan sites 
alongside the road works. 
For John Thompson (pic- 
tured above) their arrival 
has meant the beginning of 
a new ministry. 


IN THE Autumn of 1988 an in- 
flux of caravans brought 
workmen for the building of the 
new M40 road. Over 40 at one 
time were sited on a farmer’s 
field, within my parish. One 
evening whilst visiting in 
Ardley, I looked across at the 
caravans and decided I should 
go and make myself known. 
After all, if they were in hospital 
they would automatically 
receive a visit from a resident 
chaplain. 

Entering the site, wondering 
what reception I would receive 
I was soon asked by a burly 
roadman, shouting from a 
caravan window: “Can we help 
you Vicar?’’ I explained who I 
was, and that I just wanted to 
make myself known. I was in- 
vited inside a caravan, where a 
group of men were playing 
cards. I was offered a drink 
(from a can) with apologies for 
no glass! Very soon we were 
chatting about all sorts of things. 
One of the men called out to a 
neighbouring caravan: “Hey 
Fred, come and see what we 
have got in here!’’ 

During that first conversation 
one of the workmen asked me: 
“Where’s the collecting box 
then. Vicar?’’ I had quite a job 
to explain that I had not come 
asking for money, but that I just 
wanted to meet with them, and 
to let them know that I was 
available if needed. 


Another workman told me 
afterwards that for 26 years he 
had been working on motorway 
construction sites, and never 
before had met the local Vicar. 

I believe that this really says 
something about the Church’s 
mission and our ministry. We 
expect people to come to 
church, but have lost the vision 
of “going to where people are, 
with the Gospel.’’ 

Since my first initial contact 
with these workmen the rela- 
tionship has developed. Two 
weeks afterwards two of them 
were killed on the Banbury sec- 


tion of the M40, and I was call- 
ed in. The opportunities are 
endless. 

One meets them in the local 
pub, and conversations and pro- 
blems are shared. Many of these 
men are working a long way 
from home and problems with 
loneliness are enormous. 
Separation from families, finan- 
cial problems, help with accom- 
modation, are just some of the 
regular requests for help that I 
have received. I have also had 
the occasional opportunities of 
meeting with the management. 

At times, perhaps it’s just the 


Christian Aid 

IN ANTICIPATION of so much media attention 
being given to the community charge, Christian 
Aid decided to take up the idea of community in 
its theme for this year’s Christian Aid week (May 
13-20). 

When community is mentioned, we perhaps 
think of people linked by locality, or perhaps of 
those identified by particular relationships of 
race, or commitment to religious beliefs. The 
Judeo-Christian tradition however,. challenges us 
to a broader view of community. 

In the Old Testament there is the custom of 
hospitality, of caring for the stranger; and Jesus 
frequently questioned ideas of community, in- 
furiating the congregation. In Luke 4:25-30, for 
instance, by referring to God’s salvation of 
gentiles. 

He even used a Samaritan, someone outside 
the Jewish community, as the hero of his famous 
parable. Fundamental to our faith also is the idea 
that we all share a common humanity: we all have 
God’s image deep within us. 

In order to build up community there needs to 
be mutual respect, care, listening, and a will- 
ingness to receive and to give. Christian Aid’s 
methods of working in partnership are an attempt 
to make these things central to our aid policy. 

The poor are encouraged to find their own 
ways of improving their lives, and are then 
helped with resources. 

In Nicaragua, I met some elderly women, who 
wanted to help their families and their community 
by cultivating a plot of land. They approached 
one of Christian Aid’s partners, and received ad- 
vice on cultivation, and a low interest loan. 

Christian Aid Week can provide a focus for 


Photo: Michael Morgan 

occasional wave as I pass by the 
construction of the road or the 
bridges, but a relationship is be- 
ing built upon. We have had the 
occasional workman worship 
with us in our churches, but my 
real concern is that they are 
aware of the ministry that the 
Church provides and that the 
Church has an outreach pro- 
gramme, and that we minister to 
them in the name of Christ. 

John Thompson 


The Revd John Thompson is 
Vicar of Fritwell, Ardley with 
Fewcott and Souldem. 


The world is our 


us to make real this idea of the world as our com- 
munity, encouraging us to identify with the poor 
through our praying and reading, and to take our 
part in caring through our giving. 

As we learn more about the poor, we will also 
I believe, gam a great deal, in insights and in in- 
spiration, about what can be achieved against the 
odds by those with vision, commitment and the 
willingness to work together. 

Hilary Stanton 

Hilary Stanton is the Area Secretary for Chris- 
tian Aid in Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Ox- 
fordshire. Oxford (0865) 251222. Photo: 
Christian Aid. 



COMMUNITY OF 
THE KING OF LOVE 


April 27-28: A journey into Poetry, Prayer and 
Praise with Anne Lewin. 

June 5-7: Journey into Wholeness with Howard 
Booth. 

July 6-8: In the steps of the prophets with 
Michael Thompson. 

July 20-22: Loving me. Loving you — a journey of 
self-discovery with Jill Naylor. 

November 9-11: Hearts burning within us with 
Gwen Cashmore and Joan Puls. * 

November 28-30: Feed my lambs — pathways to 
rich pasture with Frank Sargeant. 

. Date pending: Tales from the grass roots — 
stepping out together with Hugh Cross. 

Details from: 

The Guardians, Whaley Hall, 

Reservoir Road, Whaley Bridge, 

Stockport SKI 2 7BL. 

Telephone: 0663 732495 


Society of Retreat 
Conductors 

STACKLANDS RETREAT HOUSE, 
SCHOOL LANE, 

WEST KINGSDOWN, 

NEAR SEVENOAKS 
KENT TN15 6 AN 

047-485 2247 (shortly 0474-852247) 

Stacklands, the Home of the Society of 
Retreat Conductors, is an Anglican Centre 
for Study and the Giving of Retreats based 
on the Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius 
Leyola. 

They are open to anyone who is searching 
to Know, Love and Serve God ... 

But be prepared for some rigorous 
spiritual exercises and serious self- 
examinations. 

APPLY TO THE ADMINISTRATOR 
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DOOR open 

COME and meet Christine 
Zwart, Editor of the DOOR, 
members of the Editorial Sup- 
port Group and others involved 
in the production of our diocesan 
paper and the Bishop of Oxford 
at the Abbey Guest House, Dor- 
chester Abbey on the afternoon 
of Sunday, June 10 from 4 pm. 

This is our readers’ chance to 
give their views, encouragement 
and criticism and creative ideas 
to those of us who produce the 
paper. It is our chance to meet 
you — possible future contacts 
and sources of stories and news 
and feature articles. 

Bring a picnic or buy tea at the 
Abbey Tearoom — stay for 6pm 
Choral Evensong and even for 
the concert by the European 
Community Chamber Concert at 
8pm. Tickets for this concert 
which includes Vivaldi’s “Four 
Seasons’’ should be booked 
from Music at Oxford — phone 
Oxford 864056. 

John Crowe 


SICK PAY 
PROBLEMS? 

If you are sick — 
who pays the bills 

Protect your families income, 
join our sickness benefit 
scheme from only £1 .62 per 
week (age 40), provides 
£100 weekly when sick. 

For details write to: 

ANCIENT ORDER OF 
FORESTERS 

FREEPOST 

51 HILL AVENUE 
AMERSHAM 
BUCKS HP6 5BR 

or Tel: (0494) 433604 
Member of LAUTRO 


The spirit of Ramsey 


A good book 
A good man 



A WEEK after Bishop Ramsey 
died in 1988, the Church Times 
included a four-page illustrated 
supplement by way of a tribute 
to the 100th Archbishop of 
Canterbury and one of the cen- 
tury’s most distinguished 
Primates. Those who cherished 
that will much enjoy Michael 
Ramsey A Life (Oxford 
£17.95) the comprehensive 
biography by Owen Chadwick. 
To write a good book about a 
good man is notoriously dif- 
ficult. That Chadwick succeeds, 
and often succeeds well, is in 
part because of what they have 
in common — Cambridge, Cud- 
desdon, Professorships and 
history, not to mention a clutch 
of honorary degrees — and in 
part because of the sort of man 
Ramsey was. 

Any fears that this (like 
Iremonger’s life of his hero 
Temple which Ramsey so much 
deplored) appears too soon after 
the life of its subject are allayed 
at once by Chadwick’s quiet 
authority, and by the command 
with which he marshals 
reminiscences and papers to pro- 
vide page after page of humour 
and insight. 

Even in passages which are 
hard to read because of their 
allusiveness or because the 
author’s attention to his sources 
or his audience has wandered, 
the spirit of Michael Cantuar 
lives. 

It is a real strength that the 
sheer scope of the volume — 
almsot 400 pages of text — tells 
as full a story of the man before 
1961 as it does of the history of 
the Church of England and the 
Anglican Communion 

thereafter. The nervous, reticent 
academic, so often the outsider, 
now became the valued col- 


league of political as well as 
religious leaders; but with in- 
spiring simplicity, and often 
silence, he remained a prayer- 
ful friend of God. For that 
reason, whatever our own view- 
point, we feel his shame and 
humiliation in the face of 
Vorster’s intransigence when we 
read his verbatim account of the 
November 1970 meeting; we 
can understand his irritation at 
the political machinations which 
close in on Eastern Orthodox 
churches; his regret at the loss 
of the proposed measure for 
Anglian-Methodist unity; and 
his sadness at the changes 
wrought at Cuddesdon when he 
and Lady Ramsey lived next 
door. 

He died on April 23, two days 
after the Church celebrates the 
life and witness of the 
predecessor he most revered, St 
Anselm. At his funeral (which 
took place on May 4, not May 
3 as stated on the last page of the 
book), his coffin read Scholar , 
Priest , Bishop, Archbishop and 
Friend. It well describes them 
both, and Chadwick illuminates 
each aspect evenly throughout 
with affectionate honesty. 

Nicholas Cranfield 
The Revd Dr Nicholas Cranfield 
is Director of the Reading and 
Bracknell Christian Training 
Programme. 

Michael Ramsey, the Gospel 
and the Catholic Church has 

been reprinted by SPCK (£8.95) 
with foreword by Dr Geoffrey 
Rowell. This is a classic study 
of the conflicts between 
Catholicism and Protestantism 
in Anglicanism. It faces ques- 
tions of authority, ministry and 
unity and asks the Church to 
understand itself through the 
Cross and Resurrection. 


B00KSW1 


Play the organ 

THIS year is National Leam- 
the-Organ Year, and events are 
being organized all over the 
country to encourage people to 
take up the organ. In Oxford, 
there’s an opportunity on Sun- 
day May 13 at Mansfield Col- 
lege Chapel at 3pm. 

Even if you’ve never played 
before, you’ll be able to ‘test- 
drive’ the three different organs 
there. Malcolm Pearce of 
Magdalen College School, will 
demonstrate. Admission is free, 
and there is no need to book. 
Just turn up any time from 3 pm 
to 5 pm. 

Young people are especially 
welcome, but an invitation is ex- 
tended to everybody. For further 
details, telephone Keith Lambert 
(0235 527757). 

Ringing day 

THE Oxford Diocesan guild of 
Church Bellringers are holding 
a ringing day on May Day Bank 
Holiday, May 7. There are two 
routes starting in Church Han- 
borough or Englefield at 9am 
and both ending in Wantage at 
6.45pm. Towers are open for 
one hour only, 30p a tower or 
£3 a day ticket in advance, 
booking from Anne Jones: 
03677 361 or Alex Sharpe: 0235 
868289. 


THE Guild of Bellringers AGM 
will be held at Bloxham on 
Saturday, May 19 at 4.30pm in 
the Ex-Servicemens Hall, High 
Street. Evensong 3.30 followed 
by tea. Details of rings before 
and after and £1.25 tea tickets 
from Alex Sharpe, Idian Down, 
Main Street, West Hanney, 
OX12 0LH. 


There's always an alternative at 

THE GREEN SHOP (Cookham) 

Re-cycled stationery, re-cycled glassware, bio-degradable cleaning products, 
beauty without cruelty make-up and toiletries — Products which don't cost the 
earth. 

6 Arcade, High Street, Cookham, Berkshire. Tel: Maidenhead (0628) 810005. 


International... Parochial... 


Personal... Commercial... 



Special 

The Ecclesiastical Insurance Group provides a full financial service - undertaking 
a wide variety of commercial, industrial, charitable, educational and personal insurances. 
As well as motor and household insurance, 
it offers life assurance, pensions, mortgages, investments and unit trusts. 

If you’d like to know more about any of these, phone Cambridge (0223) 460611 
or retumithe coupon to the address shown. 

ecclesiastical 

INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 

© Ecclesiastical Insurance Group 

Eastern Region 

Abbeygate House, 164-167 East Road, 

Cambridge CB1 1DB. 

IMPO (teMte # 

Member* of: IMHO. LMTRO. ITA Relevant Investment Business - Lib: Assurance and t nit Trust 


Name 

Address. 


• Posf Code. 

Date of birth 

I am particularly interested in: 



Luxury, spacious 
apartments in 
Henley-on-Thames 


v; 


ictoria Court is an exclusive retirement development offering the ultimate in luxury and space. 
A wide range of accommodation ranging from 1-bed apartments; 2-bed, 2-bath, 2-reception 
room apartments; all with rooms very much larger than normal. 

Situated in the heart of picturesque Henley-on-Thames. 


% Hardwood double 
glazed windows 

% Fully fitted luxurious 

kitchens with all appliances 

% Superb bathrooms 

% Discreet security/ 
alarm system 

% Traditional construction 

% Fully automatic electric 
central heating 

0 Cavity wall and roof 
insulation 

% Sapele veneer 

. internal doors 


VICTORIA COURT - HENLEY 



Reading Road. Henley. Oxon 
Site sales office open 10am to 4pm daily 
Telephone Henley (0491) 573767 


% Coved cornice 

% Moulded skirting boards 
and architraves 

0 Ample car parking 
or garage 

% NHBC 10 year warranty 

% Beautiful reception areas 
with lift 

% 2 minutes walk from 
River Thames 

% 1 minute from all 
main shops 

Prices from 

£99,950 


ROCKFORT 





6 


The Door, May 1990 


From the 

Communications 

officer 


Anyone who gets their view of 
the Church of England 
through the pages of a daily 
newspaper or from the 
television screen, is going to* 
have a very distorted picture 
indeed. 

Its not just that the stan- 
dards of journalism have 
dropped — though they un- 
doubtedly have — it’s that the 
Church itself is increasingly 
the victim of distortion from 
the secular world that the 
media reports. 

The Oxford Diocese has had 
its unfair share of problems. 
Particular priests and bishops 
know only too well the pain of 
being targets of the popular 
press, who expect a standard 
of behaviour that they 
themselves do not attempt to 
attain. 

But the real picture of the 
Church of England is not the 
one you find in the pages of the 
more frivolous tabloids. 
Prayerful, loving Pastors who 
go about their Parishes giving 
their lives for the people God 
loves are not going to make 
news. Good sermons, honest- 
ly and carefully prepared do 
not get into the popular press. 

The real picture of the 
Church of England is not con- 
troversy over the Osborne 
report, nor the selection of the 
next Archbishop. It is the self- 
sacrifice of priests and layfolk 
who are giving their lives to 
the sharing of the Gospel and 
the healing of their com- 
munities. 

The challenge is to learn that 
presenting the Good News to 
a sinful world will involve 
crucifixion. If particular jour- 
nalists or newspapers appear 
deliberately to be damaging 
the Church’s ministry, let us 
not forget our theology. Our 
Lord himself warned us that 
the world will treat the 
Church as it treated him, and 
we shouldn’t forget that jour- 
nalists are not absolved from 
the need for redemption. 

The challenge is to stay with 
it, believing that through the 
Cross comes resurrection and 
faith. Our Lord himself call- 
ed us to turn the other cheek; 
that is, to keep open the chan- 
nels of communication by re- 
maining vulnerable after we 
have been hurt. 

The challenge is to recognise 
that while the world may see, 
and journalists may report, a 
broken and damaged body on 
the Cross, the reality is rather 
different. 

Richard Thomas 

Plague at 
St Peter’s 

TWICE in the last fortnight St 
Peter’s, Cranbourne, has been 
beset by a plague of frogs and 
gnats; not the result of a 
neglected churchyard pond but 
part of a musical drama staged 
in the church itself. 

With 25 in the choir, and as 
many actors and dancers mak- 
ing up a ‘cast of thousands’, all 
responding to a small orchestra 
directed by Jackie Thomas, the 
church was filled with music and 
action as the Passover tale un- 
folded. 

‘Pharaoh to Freedom’ might 
be described as an ecumenical 
exploration of the relevance of 
the Passover in the modem age, 
but this would not do justice to 
the sheer bubbling enthusiasm 
with which the whole ensemble 
approached their task. 

The simple intensity of the 
beautiful song This is My Body 
lingers hauntingly in one’s 
mind, and there is little doubt 
that ‘Pharaoh to Freedom’, 
created by Roger Jones in 1986, 
will become a standard work. 
As such, its gentle message will 
rightly spread to a much wider 
audience. R.J.H. 


Can ethics be costed? 

Why the Bishop wants to test 
Church Commissioners’ 
policy in court 



Cartoon, courtesy of Ingram Finn, Financial Times. 


The Church Commissioners are 
honourable men. After all, 
together with every other 
Diocesan Bishop, I am a Com- 
missioner myself. As Commis- 
sioners, we already take ethical 
considerations into account in 
our investment policy. For ex- 
ample, we do not invest in the 
tobacco or alcohol industries. 

Hitherto, however, the 
assumption has been that ethical 
considerations can be taken in- 
to account only if there is no 
overall financial loss. Learned 
opinion taken by the Commis- 
sioners, Owen Swingland, QC, 
maintains that this is a correct 
interpretation of the law. In 
short, ethics may be taken into 
account provided it does not lose 
the Commissioners a penny. 

This is not the only way the 
law is interpreted however. A 
distinguished charity lawyer, 
Timothy Lloyd, QC, argues the 
contrary. The time has now 
come to test these two legal opi- 
nions by a legal ruling. 

Two overlapping questions 
are involved. First, are the 
Church Commissioners like a 
pension fund, or are they more 
akin to a charitable body? In the 
case of the Miners’ Pension 
Fund, Cowan v Scargill, Sir 
Robert Megarry ruled there was 
a “duty of undivided loyalty to 
the beneficiaries’’, ie the pen- 
sioners of the fund. 

In the case of a charitable 
body, however, the situation is 
different. In the opinion of Mr 
Lloyd, the trustees of a 
charitable trust “owe a duty of 
undivided loyalty to the 
charitable purposes which their 
trust funds are there to promote 
or achieve.’’ 

Secondly, there is the question 
of whether financial considera- 
tions must in every instance be 
the overriding factor. Even in 
the case of the judgement on the 
Miners’ Pension Fund, the issue 
is not closed. In Martin v City 
of Edinburgh District Council 
last November, Lord Murray 
argued that trustees should not 
simply rubber stamp the profes- 
sional advice of professional ad- 
visers. “I cannot conceive that 
trustees have an unqualified duty 
— simply to invest funds in the 
most profitable investment 
available. To accept that without 
qualification would, in my view, 
involve substituting the discre- 
tion of financial advisers for the 
discretion of trustees.’’ 

If the Church Commissioners 
are more in the nature of a 
charitable body, then the case is 


even clearer that the overriding 
duty is to act in a way that is 
consistent with the charitable 
purpose, and to that end it may 
be necessary on occasions to ac- 
cept less than the maximum 
financial return. 

The judgement we are seek- 
ing will affect the Commis- 
sioners in two ways. There is 
question of non-investment. A 
charitable body — for example 
a temperance society — must be 
able legally to avoid investing in 
the drinks industry, even if this 
means that they get less than the 
maximum financial return. 
Similarly, the Church Commis- 
sioners ought to be able to 
refrain from investing in a 


number of areas even if it cost 
them some money. 

Then there is the question of 
positive investment. Many in the 
churches would like to see the 
Church Commissioners able to 
invest in the regeneration of 
business in our inner cities, or 
in more low-cost housing in 
country areas. At the moment, 
they seem to be precluded from 
doing this on legal grounds. 

Ethical investment is an idea 
whose time has come. Unfor- 
tunately, the Americans are 
years ahead of us, and the idea 
has hardly begun to penetrate the 
bastions of our traditional finan- 
cial institutions. But there are 
now a number of ethical invest- 


ment trusts, all of whom are do- 
ing well. The Church 
Commissioners ought to be able 
to be setting more of a lead in 
this field than they are doing at 
the present. 

They are not able to do so 
because they feel themselves 
shackled by a particular inter- 
pretation of the law — an inter- 
pretation which is not shared by 
other experts in the field of 
charity law. Moreover, opinion 
as a whole seems gradually to be 
moving against the position of 
the Commissioners. In their 
1987 report the Charity Com- 
missioners stated: “We agree 
that unlike a private trust the 
purpose of which is solely to 
generate funds for its 
beneficiaries, a charity has a 
public purpose and object . . . 
Charity trustees should not in- 
vest in companies pursuing ac- 
tivities which are directly 
contrary to the purposes or trusts 
of their charity, and they should 
have the discretion to decline to 
invest in companies pursuing ac- 
tivities which are inimical to its 
purposes’*. 

Many charitable bodies will 
be watching the outcome of our 
action with interest for it has 
widespread ramifications both 
within the church and outside. 

What we are doing should be 
seen as a friendly, rather than a 
hostile, action. We are seeking 
to co-operate with the Church 
Commissioners in every way. 
Some might argue that the 
Church ought to be able to 
sort this matter out itself. But 
what we are dealing with is not 
simply a moral issue but a legal 
matter. A Judge is the proper 
person to adjudicate between 
two conflicting legal opinions. 

Nor should it be thought that 
contributing towards the salaries 
of the clergy and paying their 
•pensions is not a moral matter! 
Of course it is. But few clergy 
would want their salaries and 
pensions to be derived from 
sources that they regard as fun- 
damentally suspect. So there is 
here an issue that concerns the 
integrity of the church in the use 
of its money. 

+ Richard Oxon 

This article originally appeared 
in the Church Times on March 
30 and is reproduced with their 
kind permission. 

Bishop Richard can seek a 
High Court ruling about the 
Church Commissioners’ 
investment policy only if 
enough guarantors can be 
found to cover the potential 
costs. These could be as high 
as £25,000. If you are willing 
to offer a guarantee, however 
small please write to the Rt 
Revd Richard Harries, do the 
Christian Ethical Investment 
Group, 2A New High Street, 
Headington, Oxford 0X3 
7AQ. 


Keeping 
company 
with Christ 

IT was during the Black-Out in 1942, at 
the close of a cold and uncomfortable 
clergy conference in Oxford, that four 
priests sat round the fire late one night 
debating the vocation of the Church for 
war-time Britain and beyond. 

They agreed that: “We need some in- 
strument more radical and much more 
spiritually basic than anything we could 
see coming out of that conference” . The 
need of the day, they believed, required 
a series of small groups throughout the 
Church — “cells of disciplined and 
dedicated lay people, who would think 
and work out their discipleship in a 
thoroughly corporate way, and would, by 
waiting upon God, become exceedingly 
close-knit communities in Christ”. 

One of the clergy was Canon Roger 
Lloyd, of Winchester. He spent much of 
the next twelve months discussing the 
idea with a wide cross-section of people, 
finally gathering them in a two-day con- 
ference. On the second evening one of the 
women objected: “We’ve been strong on 
resolve, but weak on prayer. We’ve been 
so busy making our human plans that 
we’ve never tried to listen to the Holy 
Spirit.” 

Silence 

So they said Compline, went to bed, 
and, next morning, kept silence together 
for two-and-a-half hours. 

And so, true to this inspiration. Ser- 
vants of Christ the King (S.C.K.) has 
developed through these 48 years into a 
movement of Christians seeking a way of 
life which combines prayer and action. 
It is a lay movement, and not restricted 
to the Church of England. Clergy who 
belong are members on strictly equal 
terms among the eight or ten members 
who usually comprise a ‘Company’. 

The companies of S.C.K. are kept in 
touch with each other through their 
newsletter and an annual weekend con- 
ference. This year, the conference will be 
held at Park Place, Wickham (Roman 
Catholic Convent), near Fareham, Hants, 
from the evening of Friday May 25 to the 
morning of Monday 28; and the principal 
speaker will be Canon Austin Masters, 
S.S.M., Chancellor of Hereford 
Cathedral. 

Members of S.C.K. are pleased to 
travel to talk with groups or individuals. 
The Enquirers’ Correspondent in the Ox- 
ford Diocese is The Revd Austin Thor- 
bum, 28 Blacklands Road, Benson, 
0X10 6NW (0491 32365). 


Space for Prayer 


Lord, as we go to our work this 
day, help us to take pleasure 
therein. Show us clerly what our 
duty is, help us to be faithful do- 
ing it. May all we do be well 
done, fit for Thine eye to see. 
Give us enthusiasm to attempt, 
patienc to perform. When we 
cannot love our work, may we 
think of it as Thy task, and make 
what is unlovely beautiful 
through loving service, for thy 
name’s sake. 

George Dawson (1821-76) 

This month your prayers are 
asked for: 

The industries of the Diocese 
and those in industrial 
mission. 

The Children’s Gift Day at 
Dorchester Abbey (May 5). 
Christian Aid Week (May 
13-19). 

The Decade of Evangelism. 
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LOW COST FLIGHTS 


Toronto 

New York.... 
Los Angeles 

Karachi 
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Alicante 


WORLD WIDE 
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TRAVEL 


,f. 


£250 Rtn 
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£300 Rtn 
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Hong Kong £480 Rtn 
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★ Theatre and Concert Tickets 
★ Visa Services 
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AUTHORS 

Your book Published 

All subjects. Fiction, 
biography, travel, 
religious works. We 
advise, edit, publish and 
distribute. 

Details: 

EXCALIBUR 

PRESS 

13 Knightsbridge Green 
London SW1X 7QL 
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THE LOCAL FURNITURE AND 
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS WITH A 
NATIONAL REPUTATION 

A Professional Service from complete contents 
to a single item — Valuations — Free 
Pre-Sale Advice 

49 PARSONS STREET, BANBURY 
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Antiques 
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complete house 
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• Immediate payments 

• Phone anytime 

WATLINGTON 
(049161) 2324 
Cross Antiques 
37 High Street 
Watlington, Oxon 


Geoffrey Harding 

Silversmith and Goldsmith 

Handwrought Wares for every occasion 
Original Designs 

Special Commissions undertaken 

STEVENTON, OXON. 
TELEPHONE: ABINGDON 831371 
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This bogus harmony 


AS AN Anglican Ordinand 
training in the Oxford diocese, 
I hope it is not out of place for 
me to register my strong disap- 
proval of the inter-faith obser- 
vance held in the Cathedral on 
March 12. 

The theme of the meeting was 
‘Caring for Planet Earth’ — and 
reference was frequently made 
to the environment, and ‘Mother 
Earth’. Baha’is, Buddhists, 
Roman Catholics, Hindus, 
Jews, Moslems and Sikhs were 
all represented in the readings, 
chants, prayers and homilies. 
The meeting closed with a Bless- 
ing from the Bishop of Oxford. 

Inevitably, the impression 
given was that each of the world 
faiths is basically the same — all 
equally valid expressions of 
man’s religious instinct. But, of 
course, it was a bogus harmony: 
certainly Christianity was not 
accurately represented, since the 
name of Jesus was only men- 
tioned once, and that in passing. 

The sham unity of inter-faith 
observances demands that most 
of our distinctions are dropped. 
Small wonder, then, that the 
series of affirmations that we 
were asked to read would have 
been hard to distinguish from the 
‘creed’ of any atheistic humanist 
society. 

This is a long way from the 
Church of England’s official 
position as stated in its for- 
mularies, the 39 Articles. There, 
in Article 18, it is made abun- 
dantly clear that salvation is to 
be found in Christ’s name alone 
— and the notion is strongly 
repudiated that sincere profes- 
sion of any other ‘law or sect’ 
is sufficient. 

Article 18 demands that we 
evangelise those of other faiths, 
as well as those of no faith. 

Simon J. Scott , 
Wycliffe Hall , 
Oxford 

Yes — open 
The DOOR! 

I WHOLEHEARTEDLY en- 
dorse the concept of Opening 
The DOOR, and what better 
time? Many Christians in the 
Dioceses have recently com- 
pleted an ecumenical Lent 
course on the theme ‘Turning 
Points’. Its purpose was to 
enable local churches to react 
and plan together. 

There is strength in unity. 
Therefore, let us have an 
ecumenically ‘Open DOOR’ as 
evidence of our commitment in- 
wards to one another and out- 
wards to the wider community. 

Arthur J. Packham, 
Newbury 

AS A Roman Catholic, I should 
like to congratulate you on com- 
pletion of the first year of The 


DOOR. I was disappointed, but 
not entirely surprised, that the 
idea of making the publication 
ecumenical, is unwelcome to 
two readers whose letters appear 
in the April issue. 

But I would still make a plea 
that, in some way, your publica- 
tion becomes the voice of the 
Christian presence in Oxford 
and the surrounding area. 

Raymond Elliot , 
Eynsham 

FOLLOWING Father Yar- 
nold’s suggestion that The 
DOOR might become an 
ecumenical publication, and 
Father Westney’s letter of ap- 
proval, you ask for comments. 


I would have thought that the 
question which should have been 
asked when the idea of The 
DOOR was first mooted, was, 
“What reason is there for not 
publishing an ecumenical 
paper?’* 

The one answer that might 
justify going it alone would be 
that the overlap between cor- 
responding dioceses or Free 
Church areas was so small that 
a joint venture would not be 
practical. 

Unless there is an overwhelm- 
ing case for pursuing a separate 
path, let us follow the Lund 
principle and “never do apart 
those things which we can do 
together’’. 

Dr L. A. Day , 
Headington, Oxford 


ORDINATION of Women: 
Inevitably — and rightly — 
The DOOR receives 
numerous letters on this 
important subject. The 
Editor welcomes them, 
though cannot, for reasons 
of space, print more than 
a few. Here are some: 

Theory — 
and practice 

LAST month’s DOOR has a let- 
ter from Father Mortiboys re- 
questing that the debate about 
me ordination of women to the 
priesthood should concentrate 
on reasoned argument and not 
on personalities. In the same 
issue, Philip Giddings asks: “If 


it is a vocation from God, does 
opposing the ordination of 
women mean saying that all 
those women who have a sense 
of call to exercise a priestly 
ministry are deceiving 
themselves?” 

It seems to me that it is vital 
as we discuss this issue to 
remember that we are talking 
about real people in real 
parishes, not conducting a 
theoretical debate. When so- 
meone tells me that they are op- 
posed to women priests but 
assures me: “but don’t take it 
personally”, I have to explain 
that as I believe God has called 
me to a priestly ministry, I can- 
not help but take it personally. 


ed are saying that I am deceiv- 
ing myself. 

Reasoned argument needs to 
be informed by actual situations; 
it cannot take place in a vacuum. 
I would like to suggest that the 
doubters talk to the women con- 
cerned; ask us how we see 
priestly ministry; see us at work; 
discover the effects on our con- 
gregations of the present limita- 
tions. Talking together may be 
one way of clarifying the issues. 

The Revd Christine 
Allsopp, 
Caversham, Reading 

Divisive 

I AM saddened that The DOOR 
— which should surely be a uni- 
fying force in our Diocese — ap- 
pears to be moving in the 
opposite direction, judging from 
the March issue’s front page. 

To publish as the lead story 
the appointment of a woman 
“deacon” as an Honorary 
Canon of the Cathedral, and 
then to include on the same page 
a notice of the prominent article 
on page 5, entitled “Once a 
priest always a priest: God in the 
life of Joyce Bennett”, is cer- 
tainly ramming the divisive issue 
of women’s “ordination” down 
our throats with a vengeance. It 
also gives casual readers of the 
front page quite the wrong im- 
pression of where the Church of 
England still stands. 

Priesthood — and, indeed. 
Holy Orders — belongs to the 
whole Church of Christ (the 
Universal Church), not to any 


one Province or even Commu- 
nion. That is the fundamental 
reason why those of us who are 
committed to the cause of Uni- 
ty are deeply saddened by the 
wish of some in the Church of 
England to “go it alone” in 
these matters. 

“By their fruits ye shall know 
them” — the divisions, bit- 
terness and misdirected energies 
these purported “ordinations” 
have brought to our Communion 
are self-evident. I have it on the 
authority of a source close to 
The Archbishop of Westmins- 
ter’s Ecumenical Officer that 
Rome was on the point of 
recognising Anglican orders and 
has now, tragically, had to step 
back because of these 
developments. 

I pray that we may yet avoid 
the final schism which the so- 
called “ordination” of women 
“priests” would certainly bring 
about in the Church of England, 
as it already has in other parts 
of the Anglican Communion. 

Father Richard Martin y 
Oxford 

Healing the 
divisions 

I ENJOYED Philip Giddings’ 
article on the ordination of 
women, with its splendid con- 
clusion “While we may . . . 
have to vote yes or no, we do 
not have to divide into two 
camps, for some of us either 
want to say yes or no, or to 
change the question.” 

Where Anglicans and Baptists 
co-operate, no attempt is made 
to decide the question of 
‘Believers’ OR ‘Infant Baptism’: 
both forms are practised, and 
this ‘illogicality’ detracts neither 
from the worship of God nor 
from participation in His Mis- 
sion. Cannot we learn from this, 
encouraged perhaps by a land- 
owner and a teacher? The first 
said “Let both grow together 
until the harvest”, and the se- 
cond “if their purpose or activi- 
ty is of human origin, it will 
fail”. (Mt. 13.30: Acts 5.38). 

With these verses in mind, I 
suggest that those who believe 
that the ordination of women is 
essential should vote NO unless 
they honour the right of those 
who disagree to practise their 
own views openly and freely 
without criticism, prejudice or 
disadvantage; similarly, those 
opposed to the ordination of 
women should consider voting 
YES on the ground that unless 
both are growing together, it is 
impossible to tell which is the 
wheat, or whether — and I think 
this is much more likely — both 
varieties appear in God’s seed 
catalogue! 

Canon Christopher Newton , 
Hemel Hempstead 
More letters on page 15. 



JL MARK JAFFARI A 
,w PHOTOGRAPHER 

Master Photographers and 
Video Specialists 

Derek Jameson was wise to book us for his 
wedding. Shouldn't you too! 

All denomination weddings. 

Distance no object. 

Video services available in all format. 

For brochure please send £2.00 for post and 
package (refundable upon booking services) or 
make an appointment for a representative to call 
round and show our work (£20.00 per visit 
refunded on booking services). 

Please phone Mark on 

Maidenhead (0628) 33910 

Open 7 days a week 24 hours a day 

57 Cadwell Drive, Ockwell Park 
Maidenhead, Berks 


CORNWALL 

MABE, Nr FALMOUTH 

Comfortable 2 bed bungalow. Sleeps 4, cot available, central heating, fully 
fitted kitchen, easy wheelchair access. From £100 per week. 

Telephone: 0865 52278 


DON’T PANIC 

Call the experts 

Bale Services Ltd 

Plumbing, Drainage, Heating, 
Roofing, Pumping Out 

24 hour service 

Fully qualified tradesmen 

SLOUGH (0753) 70029 

Free estimates 





0 The. 
Samaritans 


Ordinary people who care for the 
desperate, lonely and suicidal. 

COULD YOU BE A 
VOLUNTEER? 

Amersham 432000. 

Banbury 270000. 

Bracknell 55556. 

Milton Keynes 667777. 

Newbury 42452. 

Oxford 722122. 

Reading 505505. 

Slough 31011. 



Always there at the end ol the line 


Willows Court — Pangbourne 

RETIREMENT HOMES 


Resident Warden 



The remaining flat and cottage are available for a limited period 
only at 1987 prices. 

FLAT — 1st Floor — 1 bedroom, large living room £74,200 
COTTAGE — 2 bedrooms, living room, kitchen/diner, 
garage £87,500. 

Prices include fully fitted carpets, refrigerator and 
cooker. 

Service Charge: £61.85 per month for flat or cottage 
covers cost of Warden, 24 hour alarm service, and all 
external maintenance. 

Only a few minutes from shops or station. Private 
communal gardens adjoining the River Pang. 

Both the flat and cottage will be open for viewing on 
Saturdays and Sundays from 2pm-4.30pm, or by 
appointment. 

Kylment Limited, PO Box 25, Pangbourne, RG8 7EF 
Telephone: (0734) 844726 



African and Aslan churches invite 
you to share in Christ's mission 

For further information contact: 

Church Missionary Society 
Overseas Service Department, Partnership House, 

1 57 Waterloo Road, London SE1 8UU Tel: 01-928 8681 



r 


MILL VIEW 

4 group holiday in Cornwall 

Situated on the Lizard Peninsula, 
Mill View is a specially designed 
holiday home for disabled people. 
There are plenty of interesting 
places to visit or sandy coves for 
just relaxing. 

The theme of Mill View is a home- 
ly atmosphere with flexibility. 
For a comprehensive brochure 
please telephone: 

Rosemarie Bennet 

Telephone: (0326) 290467 


COTSWOLDS 

Whether you are planning an outing or holiday, we can help 
you. Only 4 miles from Bourton-on-the- Water yet in quiet 
village. Lunches or tea for coach parties. Easy parking. 
Also B&B 4* EM. 

Tony & Hazel Gibson 

COTS WOLD VIEW GUEST HOUSE 

Nether Westcote, Kingham 0X7 6SD 
Tel: Shipton-under-Wychwood 830699 


RELATE 

OXFORDSHIRE MARRIAGE 
GUIDANCE PROVIDES: 

★ Confidential counselling in personal relationships 
includings sexual problems 

★ Sex therapy 

★ Groups for divorced/separated people 

★ Training for other professionals 

★ Educational work with schools and adult groups 

TELEPHONE: OXFORD 242960 


HEADINGTON 

BUILDERS 

We undertake all types of building work: 

Garden walls, fences, roofing work, extensions, 
re-pointing service, property maintenance and insurance 
work. 

All our work is guaranteed , plus we offer competitive 
prices! 

CALL US NOW ON 

OXFORD 0865 751169 

24 HOUR ANSEWER SERVICE 


FETES - SHOWS - GALAS - PARTIES - etc. etc. 
The 

Bouncy 

CASTLE COMPANY 

Childrens Roundabouts — Fair Organ — Fun 
Castles 

FOR HIRE 

Telephone Wokingham 781888 24 HR Answering 
Service. 772828 (5-lines-Mon-Fri) Or write ... The 
Bouncy Castle Company, 9 Easthampstead 
Road, Wokingham, Berkshire RG11 2EH 


GET FIT ... 

NOT FAT 

SAFE WEIGHT LOSS 
MONITORED BY EXPERIENCED 
DOCTORS 

FAST, SAFE WEIGHT LOSS 

It's simple and safe — one 
pill per day makes you feel less 
hungry and enables you to keep 
to a calorie controlled diet. A 
complete re-education of eating 
habits to aid permanent weight 
reduction. Monitored by 
experienced doctor. 

£13 weekly 

(including medication) 

Just call in at: 

BERKSHIRE DIET CENTRE 

18 CROSS STREET, README, RERKS 

(Opposite Marks & Spencer) 

or Telephone: 

0734 505227 

CLINIC TIMES: 

Monday /T uesday /Thursday/Friday 
11.30am to 8pm 
Wednesday 4pm to 8pm 
Saturday 10am to 4pm 
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FAITH AT WORK 

Industrial Mission in the Diocese of Oxford 


much wider body than that, and 
has links with people who are 
working with the unemployed or 
in social work. 

I would then hope that the 
Mission itself, through people 
like me, would concentrate 
more on the relationship of our 
faith and work issues and the 
way we link them up. 

Industrial mission is already 
beginning to look at new issues, 
such as the potentially idolatrous 
state of technology — which can 
be used to displace people from 
work without any due regard to 
their needs, as well as offer us 
great opportunities. In 
Bracknell, for instance, we have 
a chaplain who is beginning to 
explore with high tech industry. 

The distinction between the 
sacred and the secular world is 
a modern one, and Industrial 
Mission is not about throwing 
out the secular from the world 
of work. I would want to affirm 
the good things of the secular 
world and reject the bad, just as 
I would want to affirm the good 
in the Church but reject the 
things that are not acceptable to 
God. 

The basic theology of In- 
dustrial Mission is that this is 
God’s role, where He operates 
and, our job as Christians is to 
find God’s presence where 
people are. 

Ron Mitchinson 

Canon Mitchinson is the Oxford 
Diocesan Industrial Missioner. 
he was ordained in 1968 , and 
has been an Industrial Missioner 
ever since. He grew up in 
Sunderland where four of his 
uncles were miners. Since his 
ordination he has always been 
involved in Industrial Mission. 

As part of his parish work in 
the North East he became a col- 
liery chaplain, and when he 
came south to join a team 
ministry in Banbury , he 
developed an industrial mission 
at two local factories. He spent 
some years in New Zealand as 
Co-Director of the Inter-Church 
Trade and Industry Mission, 
before returning to England to 
become Diocesan Missioner. 


JUST as the Church ministers to people in their 
homes through their parishes, so we believe the 
Church ought to be concerned about people at 
work. This concern is expressed through 
Industrial Mission. 

Industrial Mission was first formally developed 
at the end of the Second World War — and in 
this Diocese about 20 years ago, when my 
predecessor, the Revd Alan Christmas, started 
the work from a base in Slough. In 1970 he was 
appointed Diocesan Industrial Missioner, and in 
the same year there was a major Diocesan report 
spelling out the direction in which it was hoped 
industrial mission would go. 

The general aims of industrial chaplaincy (as 


it used to be called) have always been fourfold: 
to get to know what it is like in the particular 
working situation whatever it is; by understan- 
ding the pressures, the tensions and the problems 
of the situation to attempt to translate the Chris- 
tian Gospel into a language which people can 
understand; to relate back the insights gained to 
the whole Church so that people at work can 
receive more effective ministry; and to be of ser- 
vice to people in industry. 

From the very beginning it was accepted that 
we couldn’t go into somebody else’s place and 
simply start trying to convert people. If in the 
process people come to an understanding of what 
we call God, that’s fine — but we are there 
primarily to serve their needs 
and wants, to be a Christian 
presence and a witness to the 
Church’s care and concern for 
people at work. 

Traditionally, we have always 
had access to everybody from 
the managing director to the per- 
son who sweeps the canteen 
floor — because we have gone 
in as an independent body by 
agreement with union and 
management, or management 
and workers if there was no 
union structure. In terms of in- 
dustrial chaplaincy, we always 
avoided having to take sides. 

However, over the years 
many of us have felt that this 
was sometimes unreasonable 
and that there were occasions 
when we felt we needed to come 
down on one side or other. But 
of course, having accepted the 
chaplain’s privilege of going in- 
to a workplace it was difficult to 
do this. 


Her 'parish': shop 
floor and office 


JO Saunders has been Industrial 
Chaplain with the Thames 
Valley Industrial Mission in 
Slough since 1984. She is a lay 
person who came to the job 
straight from industry. 

Her theological training has 
been done in post. Married to 
Bob for 34 years, and the 
mother of three sons, she is ac- 
tually employed by the Girls’ 
Friendly Society — who for 
more than a century have been 
helping women and girls at work 
towards a Christian faith. 

Her work with the Mission 
means visiting an engineering 
factory once a week, two other 
companies once a month, and 
keeping up more casual links 
with various other workplaces. 
These are not all “industrial” as 
we understand the word, and in- 
clude offices, a workshop for the 
disabled, youth training schemes 
and visits to community agen- 
cies. In the last two years she 
has also been involved in a na- 
tional working party on Aids in 
the workplace, with a local in- 
dustry project, and in social 
skills training sessions with 
young industrial trainees. 

“Much of the work is pastoral 
in nature, but I am also con- 
cerned with the issues which 
arise from contact with the 
working world such as low pay, 
redundancies, unemployment, 
housing problems, maternity 
leave and the employment of 
people from ethnic minorities” 
she says. 

In addition, Jo works with 
local churches — preaching and 
talking to various groups, and 
maintaining the ecumenical 
nature of industrial mission 
through contact with all 
denomintions. 

Apart from regular contact 
with her local colleague Bob 
Nind, she also supports the local 
faith and work group, and has 
convened a woman’s group to 
look at women and faith issues. 


And what do the 
workforce think 
of her? 

WELL, people do not find 
the idea strange or out of 
place. They recognise Tier 
as a Christian who expresses by 
her presence the concern of the 
Church for ordinary folk as they 
earn their living. 

Listening to worries and con- 
cerns, and offering a word of 
advice or encouragement, is ob- 
viously what is expected and 
provided when it is needed. 

As Personnel Manager, a 
Christian, and a member of the 
local Support Group to In- 
dustrial Mission, I believe the 
Church’s formal presence in the 
workplace is of a value both 
social and spiritual. 

Industrial Mission, as ex- 
pressed through industrial 
chaplaincy, enhances the 
Church’s image of relevance to 
life outside of the Sunday 
service. 

Through industrial mission, 
many of us believe that the 
Church will better understand 
the moral issues which people 
face in relation to work and their 
personal and spiritual lives. 

Muslim, Hindu, Christian, 
agnostic, atheist or whatever, 
we are all better off for 
our Chaplain at work, y 


Kevin Thomas 

Kevin Thomas is Personnel 
Manager at Coopers Payen Ltd, 
Slough. He is a Roman 
Catholic. 


PRAYER 

LORD Jesus Christ help me to 
think about my colleague , my 
fellow worker , my superior , my 
partner so may l learn to 
discover you in others with 
whom I work. Amen. 


QUOTE 

(From the Secretary to a local 
Trades Council in this Diocese) 

‘THOSE of us in the Union 
Movement who have met or 
worked with Industrial 
Chaplains value their work, the 
contribution they have made to 
peaceful industrial relations, 
and their caring attitude to work 
people. 

We have not always trusted 
the Church, nor always found it 
cares much about workers or 
Unions, but the people in In- 
dustrial Mission have shown us 
another face of the Church and 
it is one that we can relate to and 
support. ” 


Many of us believe that 
English industrial mission has 
developed from chaplaincy, and 
moved beyond it, into an area 
where we should be concerned 
with the issue sof urban in- 
dustrial society. Often that does 
mean taking a side and identify- 
ing with those we believe to be 
poor, or oppressed, or disadvan- 
tages by the system. We think 
it’s almost a blasphemy to talk 
about spiritual and faith issues to 
people when they cannot fully 
express themselves as human 
beings. This is a theological as 
well as a moral issue. 

Originally, all industrial 
chaplains were ordained. Now, 
there are a numbr of lay women 
and a few lay men working in 
the Mission, which is a great 
step forward. We have always, 
worked ecumenically, so that 
where there is an industrial 
chaplain we get an agreement 
that he or she represents the 
other Churches of that area. 

We are also part of an inter- 
national movement. In Europe, 
it’s known as Urban Industrial 
Mission, and there is a desk at 
the World Council of Churches 
from which this operates. 

We have always seen 
ourselves as part of the total mis- 
sion of the Church, trying to 
Ikeep the Church aware of the 
issues of employment and work 
and, with the development of 
new technology, with the future 
of work. Our national organisa- 
tion, the Industrial Mission 
Association — which was at one 
time a collection of industrial 
chaplains — now represents a 
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Chaplain among 
the shoppers 


WHEN a new waitress arrives at the Post House Hotel in Milton Keynes, one of the first people 
she is likely to meet apart from the other staff and her customers is Sister Maureen Farrell. As 
the only full-time member of the City’s ecumenical chaplaincy team, Sister Maureen is not only 
Chaplain to the City centre as a whole but also to individual companies such as Waitrose and Dickens 
and Jones, as well as the hotel. 

So, in the course of just one morning she calls in at the hotel to greet the front of house manager, 
newly arrived from Mauritius; pops into Dickens and Jones to thank two display girls who helped 
out at a Traidcraft Fashion Show; stops to chat to a blind man who has recently been confirmed; 
before returning to the Cornerstone to preach at a lunchtime Eucharist. 


For a Roman Catholic nun 
with an academic background as 
a lecturer in the History of scien- 
tific ideas. Sister Maureen is 
remarkably at ease in her 
unusual ministry. She is 
welcomed at the hotel’s manage- 
ment meeting whenever she can 
go, and after the devastating fire 
at Dickens and Jones last year 
she was involved in the meetings 
which followed to keep disrup- 
tion to staff to a minimum. 

However, the most important 
aspect of her work, she believes, 
is just “being available’’. Her 
office in the Church of Christ 
the Cornerstone, temporarily 
housed in the library, is ideally 
placed for that. Within a stone’s 
throw is Midsummer Arcade, 
where the Church has an Infor- 
mation Centre, and she can 
mingle with the shoppers ready 
to give a friendly word or lend 
a sympathetic ear to anyone who 
catches her eye. 

Dealing with marital pro- 
blems, homesickness, 

loneliness, or just tiredness are 
all part of her day. 

“The most fruitful part of my 
work comes from having open-^ 
ended time to just wander 
around tuning in to people’s 
needs’’, she says. 



Sister Maureen pictured during a typical day with (top left) “Little Bridget” Mogridge, (middle) chatting to Julia 
Beaumont and Ann Hall at Dickens and Jones and at the Cornerstone Playgroup and (bottom) with Frank Harvey, 
The Post House manager. 


INDUSTRIAL CHAPLAINS 

Diocesan Industrial Missioner: 

Canon Ron Mitchinson. (Ang): 20 The Glebe, Cumnor, 
Oxford, 0X2 9QA. (0865) 862535. 

North Oxfordshire: 

Revd Jeff Chard. (Ang.): (0295) 89315. 

Didcot: 

Revd Norman Wadsworth (Ang.): (0235) 813244. 

Milton Keynes: 

Sr. Maureen Farrell FCJ. (RC): (0908) 663291. 

Revd Roy Putnam, (Meth.): (0908) 670332. 

Sector Industrial ^lissioner — Vacant. 

Aylesbury: 

Revd Mike Whalley (Ang.): (0296) 23920. 

Slough: 

Ms Jo Saunders (Ang. GFS): (0628) 663302. 

Revd Bob Nind (Ang. Burnham Deanery): (0753) 28131. 

Reading: 

Revd David Clark (URC, Industrial Officer, ITEM.): (0734) 
471909. 

Bracknell: 

Revd David Tonkinson: (0344) 423131. 

A number of other clergy in the Diocese are involved in 
chaplaincy work within their own parishes. 



"" CONFUSED ABOUT 
YOUR WEDDING ARRANGEMENTS? 

Let us take the strain out of all the arrangements 
involved in your wedding. Your special day personally 
designed to realise your dreams within your budget. 

Ring: 

HANDMAID WEDDINGS 

For a free consultation and details of our service. 

FIRST 10 CLIENTS RECEIVE OUR INTRODUCTORY 
GIFT WORTH £85 

(02406) 3379 or (0494) 890047 



GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

For a personal and dignified service -contact: 


Mr J. CURRAN 
Churchgate 

The Broadway, Thatcham 


or Mr G. CHURCH 
46 Bishopwood Road 
Tadley 


Tel: (0*635) 68444 (24 hours) Tel: 0734 814420 (24 hours) 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 


HOME □ 
O AWAY 


A service for the absent householder 

FOR A MOPE RELAXED HOLIDAY LET US CARE FOR* YOUR 
PETS AND SAFEGUARD YOUR HOME WHILE YOU ARE AWAY. 
OUR MATURE, RELIABLE EMPLOYEES ARE CAREFULLY 
MATCHED TO YOUR INDIVIDUAL REQUIREMENTS. 



Please telephone for details: 

OXFORD * 
820327 


■ lC-1 


OVERSEAS PROPERTY 

Are you looking for a holiday or retirement home 
in the ALGARVE? 

Then contact the specialists 

S. K. PROPERTIES 

They offer a wide range of properties and land — and have something 
to suit all taste and budget — covering most of the Algarve — both 
coastal and inland — from Lagos in the west to Tavira in the east. 
The properties that are slightly inland offer clients the tranquility and 
character of the Algarvean countryside — yet they are still only a 
short distance away from the beautiful sandy beaches, golf courses 
and other amenities of the coastal resorts. And for those who prefer 
the sea just a stone's throw away, they now also offer apartments 
and villas from around £100,000 on the exclusive coastal 
development of DUNAS DOURADAS. These are ideal for family 
holiday homes, as well as being a good investment for letting 
purposes. 

For further information, telephone Sudan or Keith on 0706 830098 
or Fax: 0706-210226 or write to S. K. Properties, 484 Holcombe 
Road, Rossendale. Lancs, BB4 4LX. 


Mkkaelfucwr 

Quality 

ftiotweai^ 


presents 

HIS SUPER SPRING RANGE 

You will find a quality range of quality shoe 
brands from England and Europe. 

FOR LADIES 

We offer Gabor, Lotus, Homles, Van'dal, 
Servas, Ecco, Romika 
PLUS: bags to match 

FOR MEN 

We offer Loakes, Rombah Wallace, Lotus, 
Ecco, Obermain. 

We choose our shoes for style, comfort and 
colour. We are also wide fitting specialists. 

MICHAEL LUCAS 
(Quality Footwear) 

8 Deans Court, Bicester, Oxon, OX16 2XZ 
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ADVERTISING FEATURE 


The Door, May 1 §90 


A QUESTION OF CARING 


Retire in style ! 


t 


WOODBURY COURT where 
retirement means woodland coun- 
tryside, a community and the 
security of traditional building. 

Located in an English Country 
House setting, Woodbury Court of- 
fers you the opportunity to purchase 
a luxury retirement apartment, of- 
fering not only all of the usual 
benefits associated with this type of 
development such as security and in- 
dependence, but with the additional 
advantage of an optional range of 
care services which would be 
available in time of need. 

Retirement means a fresh start for 
most people, with a new lifestyle 
free from the pressures of working 
life, and it is also a time to con- 
template how you are going to spend 
your retirement time — hopefully 
not on maintaining and running a 
large house but on the more 
pleasurable aspects of life. 

Having the burden of a large home 
to maintain and run can often eat into 
your capital and leisure time. The 
alternative is to consider capitilising 
on your property investment and 
buying a new retirement home. 

The unique concept of Woodbury 
Court is the ideal solution for your 
retirement as it offers a luxury home 
in a prestigious English Country 
House setting, in exceptionally 
spacious luxury apartments while at 
the same time offering you an op- 
tional care service that can be 
tailored to suit your needs. 
TRANQUIL 

This idylic setting makes a quiet 
and peaceful retreat for your retire- 
ment, where you can enjoy the space 
and luxury of the one or two 
bedroom apartments, yet feel total- 
ly safe and secure with the services 
available to you. 

ALWAYS IN TOUCH 

Each apartment has been fitted 
with the most up to date alarm call 
system, with pullcords in each 
lounge, main bedroom and 
bathroom. This most sophisticated 
technology allows you to speak 
directly to staff (who are available 
24 hours a day) from anywhere in 
your property. 


Similarly a fire alarm system has 
been provided for your added safe- 
ty and peace of mind. 

As a Resident of Woodbury 
Court, you will also have the oppor- 
tunity to take advantage of the full 
range of optional care services if 
needed. These range from 24 hour 
nursing care and all meals delivered 
to your apartment including special 
diets, to a dry cleaning service or just 
simply arranging for your favourite 
newspaper to be delivered. 

Woodbury Court is ideal for the 
active retired, who still wish to en- 
joy total independence while still 
considering that provision has to be 
made for the later years of life when 
extra care facilities may be required. 

The luxury apartments are for sale 
and form part of this adaptable com- 
munity within an attractive new 
building linked to an elegant Vic- 
torian country home, where all the 
facilities including a restaurant and 
bar are available. 

A BEAUTIFUL SETTING 
The Development consisting of 
just twelve exclusive luxury apart- 
ments also offers a spacious 
Residents’ Sun Lounge overlooking 
the croquet lawn and twelve acres of 
mature grounds which surround the 
main buildings. 

These beautiful grounds offer a 
variety of benefits including formal , 
gardens and woodland walks. 1 
BREATHTAKING VIEWS 
All of the apartments enjoy 
panoramic views across some of the 
most breathtaking countryside or 
views of the well tended grounds. 
LET SOMEONE ELSE 
DO THE WORRYING 
The Company, through the service 
charge will look after the day-to-day 
running of the Development and 
organise the maintenance of the 
grounds and gardens. The external 
maintenance and decoration in- 
cluding window cleaning is organis- 
ed for you leaving you with more 
time to relax and enjoy life. 
WOODBURY COURT 
To ensure your comfort, the apart- 
ments in this prestigious Develop- 
ment are built to an unusually high 


specification. The properties are 
traditionally built by a well establish- 
ed and reputable local building firm, 
Tinson and Platt who have an ex- 
cellent track record for creating 
homes of the highest quality and 
finsih. 

A beautiful Show Apartment is on 
view and Linda Warrington is 
available from Tuesday to Saturday 
each week from 10.30am to 4.30pm 
for your visit. Further information 
can be obtained by telephoning Lin- 
da on (0734) 328115 or Strachan 
White Pickerill, the marketing 
agents on (04253) 3722. Prices are 
from £114,995. 

Woodbury Court, Jouldings 
Lane, Farley Hill, Berks RG7 
1UR. 

For further information please 
contact Strachan White Pickerill, 
Manor View Offics, Ringwood 
Road, Burley, Nr Ringwood, 
Hampshire BH24 4AD. 
Telephone: (04253) 3722/3777. 


MS 
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Employ ment Bu reau 


The Nationwide 
Caring Service 

Special care for your elderly 
relatives whether they are sick, 
infirm or just lonely. 

Temporary help for your family 
during illness, confinement or 
holiday periods. 

Telephone for more information 

0455 558858 

23a Church Street, Lutterworth 
Leicestershire LEI 7 4AE 

F.R.E.S. Member 
24 Hour Answering Service 




Registered Nursing Home 

Formerly a care home , The Glebe House has now been 
approved as a Registered Nursing Home by the Cheltenham 
and District Health Authority. 

• General and medical patients catered for. 

• The ultimate choice for the highest standards of nursing * 
care and comfort in a warm and homely atmosphere. 

• Single and double rooms available. 

• The Glebe House is situated in the peace and tranquility 
of the Cotswolds in the historical town of Northleach, off 
the A40 between Burford - Cheltenham, 

Cirencester - Moreton-in-Marsh road. 

• Non-smokers only 


GlebeHouse 

Mill End 
Northleach 
Gloucestershire 
GL54 3HL 

Telephone: Cotswolds 

0451-60735 

For further information please contact the proprietors — Erica M. Granville- 
Edmunds and Peter D. Granville-Edmunds. SRN, RCNT, FRSH. MBChA, MRIPHH. 




CSCT 


CERTIFICATE IN COUNSELLING (AEB) 

Professional Training in Counselling 
Students may be currently counselling, or using the skills, new to 
the subject or exploring an interest. Two courses are available — 1 
based on theory and the other on skills. Completion of both comprises 
the COMBINED CERTIFICATE IN COUNSELLING (AEB) the entry 
requirement for the DIPLOMA (AEB) programme. 

OCTOBER 1990 - JULY 1991 
LONDON: 1 evening or Vs day per week 
OXFORD: 1 evening a week 
The Centre for the Advancement of Counselling 
UAL Externally validated & nationally recognised UAL 
For further information: Registrar, Centre House, 56b Hale Lane, 
London NW7 3PR 
01-906 4833 (24 hrs) 


Let us help you to 
find the right nursing 
or retirement home. 
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GATEWAY 

BUBEAU 

Friendly 

Caring 

Service 

Advice 

Givea 


A personal transportation service for the elderly, 
infirm, or less mobile persons 
Collection from home, hospital or nursing centres. 
• Visits • Shopping Trips • Theatre Trips 
• Hospital and Medical Appointments. 

For a caring personal service contact us now: 

"MEDIC AR SERVICES" 

Telephone: EDGEHILL (0295-87) 702 

— 24 hour answering service — 
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Consisting of just twelve 
exclusive luxury 
apartments, Woodbury 
Court offers complete 
independence and 
security with the very 
latest high quality 
specifications and 
services. 

Your security and peace 
of mind are 
complemented by an 
optional care package 



offering a complete 
range of services 
including nursing care, 
meals and domestic 
support. 

Enjoy the prestigious 
English country House 
setting, the new-found 
freedom and the 
breathtaking views. 

In short, an idyllic 
retirement lifestyle. 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Linda Warrington on (0734) 328115. Show Complex 
open Tues-Sat from 1 0.30am to 4.30pm 
^ or contact Strachan White Pickerill on Burley (04253) 3722 ( 


Holidays Exclusively 
for Singles 

and those now on their own 

Many for individual age groups, 
some include rambling, coach 
tours and other special interests. 
Evening Bible ministry, prayer 
and praise. 

Brochure — Rhos-Llyn 
Christian Centre. 
Penparc, Cardigan, 

West Wales (0239) 614501 


Rose Woods 

Mrs Knight is delighted to announce the opening of 

ROSE WOODS 

Private Residential Home 
Boars Hill, Oxford. 

A small informal family home for the 
elderly, with all rooms on the ground 
floor. 

The personal care offered is second to 

none. 

The home enjoys a lovely garden with 
beautiful countryside views. 

For more information please do not 
hesitate to contact us 

Telephone: Oxford 
(0865) 735414 



A view of the exterior at Holtwood Rest Home 

A small luxury Country Residence for the retired. We are situated 4 x h miles West of Newbury, quietly 
nestling in 27 acres of beautiful English countryside in an area of outstanding natural beauty. 

Our home, is rather unique the small purpose built complex for the elderly has been converted from 
traditional 19th century granary buildings all of which have retained their character. 

Holtwood Rest Home is owned and personally supervised by Michael and Mary Brown R.G.N. N.D.N. 
Cert, who have lived in the newbury area for many years. 

Small is beautiful. Holtwood has been designed to create a home from home environment for our guests 
whether visiting us on a short term basis, or making a permanent home with us. Our main aim is to care 
for our guests in every possible way while at the same time the individuals privacy is always respected. 
Fully qualified nursing staff are on hand 24 hours a day. 

Home from home each of the six rooms are individually designed to a high standard and each with its 
own bathroom en suite. All rooms have a nurse call system, colour television with remote control and 
telephone. An additional feature is a bathroom incorporating a Heatsons Spa Physio Bath. We have set 
out to achieve a high standard of cuisine at Holtwood. Dietary needs are well catered for. 



Just one of our beautiful interiors 

It is difficult to put CARE into words, but we feel sure that once you have visited Holtwood and received 
its warm welcome you will want to stay. For futher information or to arrange a visit please call Michael 
or Mary Brown on Highclere (0635) 254844. 

HOLTWOOD REST HOME, HAMSTEAD MARSHALL 
Nr NEWBURY, BERKSHIRE, RG15 OJH 
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k SIDE 


SINCE the days of Constantine there have been many relation- 
ships between Church and State. Occasionally, the Church has 
seen the State as anti-Christ, while some parts of the Church 
regard an Established Church as “rendering to Caesar things 
that belong to God”. 

Since the time of Henry VIII, the Establishment in England 
has taken a particular form, with the monarch as Head of the 
church, bishops in Parliament, and Parliament having the final 
word in ecclesiastical legislation. 

Synodical Government and recent legislation have increased 
the Church’s decision-making powers in its own affairs, but the 
controversy will not go away — and the debate is sharpened 
when we are made conscious of the Prime Minister’s role in (for 
example) the appointment of an Archbishop of Canterbury and 
the possibility of Parliament rejecting a resolution of the General 
Synod to ordain women priests. 

Two canons here fire opposing salvoes in a controversy where 
the consequences of a continued Establishment or dis- 
Establishment are vital — but extremely difficult to predict. 



Church and State: 
is it time for 
the break? 





AGAINST 


Let's stay clear 
of this bunker 


HERBERT Kelly of Kelham ad- 
vised: “Don’t look too closely 
at your motives — they are 
bound to be bad However, 
in this argument I am assuming 
that the motives of all of us on 
both sides are good, that is our 
concern is to ensure the Gospel 
is preached. So the question is, 
‘What does the Gospel require 
of us?” 

One assumption that has been 
part of our English heritage is 
that the Gospel requires us to be 
in the world, and not in a private 
religious bunker. The concerns 
of the Gospel are with the whole 
of life. The structures of the 
English Church from the parish 
at grassroots (which is not an ec- 
clesiastical congregation, but the 
whole local community) to the 
role of the Queen as Head of the 
Church, together with the other 
trappings of the Establishment, 
provide a way of proclaiming 
the Gospel within the frame 
work of the State. 

Increasingly this century, we 
have seen a steady process of 
secularisation which has pushed 
formal religion to the edge of 
things — but in this the Church 
has colluded by retreating into 
a bunker, and a bunker mentali- 
ty to protect the purity of its 
message and the holiness of its 
members. As a strategy, this is 
hopeless. 

Surely, what is required by 
the Church in the service of the 
Gospel is a continued guerilla 
warfare, and this is part of our 
tradition. England’s secular 
society is still (thank God) riddl- 


ed with ecclesiastical wood- 
worm — the Establishment — 
and this is how it should be. 

For these woodworms are not 
only in medieval garb exposed 
in the House of Lords and at 
Coronations, but in the too- 
easily despised folk religion; 
despised because it is not 
especially concerned about doc- 
trines and membership, but 
valued by many as holding the 
mystery of God focused occa- 
sionally through the rites and 
ceremonies of the Established 
Church. 

As we become increasingly 
conscious of the lessening of 
Christian influence in the na- 
tional identity, we have to 
reckon that this is due not only 
to the forces of atheism and 
secularism but also to the in- 
creased Congregationalism of the 
Church of England and its 
depressing concern to get its 
doctrines and membership 
“right”, not least through 
preoccupation with its own 
government by General Synod. 

If our present system of 
choosing bishops looks 
unbelievably archaic and inap- 
propriate, we need to remember 
what Charles II said to his 
brother: “No one would ever 
get rid of me to make you 
king...”. Surely the thought of 
the General Synod choosing 
bishops and having a power un- 
checked by Monarch and Parlia- 
ment should stop 
dis-Establishmentarians in their 
tracks! 

I believe that the Establish- 


ment has stood, and does stand, 
as a sign of the Gospel in our na- 
tion^ life. Sometimes, it ex- 
presses itself as protest and 
during the last ten years no one 
could say that the Established 
Church has been Mrs Thatcher’s 
poodle. The Falklands War, the 
miners’ strike, the nuclear deter- 
rent and social legislation have 
all been issues that have evoked 
a response by the Church 
through the opportunities the 
establishment provides. So 
while we may wish to change 
some of the forms of the 
Establishment provides. 

So while we may wish to 
change some of the forms of the 
Establishment, to retreat from 
our concerns with national life 
and to destroy the channels 
through which we can express 
them, would surely be a 
disaster. Does not the Gospel re- 
quire us to offer this heritage as 
a gift that the Church of England 
may offer to the Ecumenical 
Movement? 

Both Christianity and English 
Society would be weakened and 
greatly impoverished if this 
country adopted the formal 
secularly of France or the 
United States, and allowed the 
Church of England to retreat in- 
to a bunker. 

Vincent Strudwick 

Canon Vincent Strudwick is 
Director of The Diocesan In- 
stitute of Education. He is also 
Editor of this series, but has 
resigned just for this issue, in 
order to write this article! 


FOR 


Let's disestablish 
and free the Church 


THE very first demand pressed on King John in 
the famous Magna Carta of 1215 was “Ecclesia 
Anglicana Libera Sit” — That the Church of 
England shall be free”. Yet, to this day, every 
Bishop appointed to serve in the Church of 
England (and many other dignitaries as well) is 
appointed by the Prime Minister. When the 
Church of England wishes to revise its liturgical 
formularies, the proposals have to be approved 
first by Parliament. 

No other religion practised in our country is 
treated in this way. Not even other kinds of Chris- 
tianity have to suffer this indignity. And in the 
world wide Anglican Communion, it is only the 
two Provinces of Canterbury and York which are 
subject to this political interference. It is not found 
even so near as Wales, Scotland or Northern 
Ireland. Only the Church of England is chained 
to Caesar’s chariot wheels in this way. 

Special privileges 

The “privileges” conferred by Establishment 
rovide no justification for the practice. Anglican 
ishops sit in the House of Lords, but no such 
provision is made for the leaders of other 
religions or other kinds of Christianity. The law 
of Blasphemy protects the formularies of the 
Church of England, but offers no protection to 
the susceptibilities of non- Anglican Christians or 
adherents of non-Christian religions. 

In a pluralist society such as ours there 
should be no place for special privileges for one 
favoured religion to the exclusion of all others. 

Whence comes the strange practice of 
Establishment? It derives from a theory of 
Church-State relationships favoured by some in- 
fluential people in the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries, whereby Church and Nation were seen 
as the same body of people — a Church on its 


spiritual side, and a Nation on its political side. 

Today, this theory is manifestly not true. 
Church and Nation are not the same body of peo- 
ple at all. To estimate the proportion of church- 
attenders in Britain as being ten per cent is pro- 
bably to err on the high side. One is no less 
British for being a Jew, an atheist or a Sikh. Our 
Constitution recognises that Scotland and Wales 
and Ireland are not Anglican territories. It is time 
it was acknowledged that England is not Anglican 
either. 

Obscured truth 

Establishment — the notion that England is a 
Nation-Church has the effect of making people 
think that they are Christian by virtue of being 
English. When I joined the Army, the man in 
front of me giving his particulars for inclusion 
in his paybook replied to the question 
“Religion?” with the words: “I have no religion. 

I am an atheist. I do not believe in God”. “Put 
him down as Church of England” was the 
Sergeant’s directive! 

“Church of England” has come to describe any 
English citizen who does not profess any par- 
ticular religious belief. In parish ministry I have 
frequently been told, in reply to my question: 
“Are you a Church member?” “No, I’m Church 
of England”. 

It is not being English that makes a person a 
Christian. It is faith and repentance that makes 
a person a Christian. Let us end the practice of 
Establishment that obscures this vital truth, and 
let the Church of England be free. 

Sidney Hinkes 

The Revd Sidney Hinkes is Vicar of Headington, 
in Oxford, but is retiring this month. He is also 
Secretary of the Anglican Pacifist Fellowship. 


TUDOR LODGE 

EYNSHAM ROAD. OXFORD 

Private home care for the elderly, 24-hour 
care in homely atmosphere, assuring of 
our personal attention. All residents 
welcome. For further information: 

TELPHONE: 0685-863807 
Mr and Mrs Gonzalez 


‘Cheaters Delight’ 

Revolutionary new diet of the ’90s. 

As seen on TV. 

DO YOU NEED TO LOSE BETWEEN 8-291bs IN THE 
NEXT 30 DAYS? 

DOCTOR RECOMMENDS. 

All natural, no hunger, exercise or calorie counting and still eat 
your favourite foods. 

30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

Tel: Eileen (0594) 61352 

DELIVERY OR POSTAL SERVICE 


FOREST LAIME HOUSE 

Proposed residential home for the elderly 

OPENING SOON 

★ Built in the 1 950s as a family home when the lane served as an access road 
to the farms. 

★ We have extended and refurbished the house to accommodate 1 3 residents 
each with their own room plus en-suite. 

★ Home cooked food, breakfast in bed if required. 24 hour care. 

★ Ground floor bathroom with a hoist for residents safety and comfort. 
it All rooms have a nurse call system. 

it Television can be supplied to each room. 

★ Tea/coffee making facilities. 

★ Hairdressing — Chiropody Service. 

★ Transport can be provided for dental, optical and hospital treatment or for 
residents wishing to join various clubs or activities in the Chippenham area. 

You are welcome to visit us any day. 

To view, please ring Matron or Mrs May on (0249) 443501, Forest Lane, 
Chippenham, Wilts, SN15 3QU. 

With our experienced and professional staff our aim is to make this house 
YOUR HOME 




NURSES PLEASE HELP 

Can you spare even a few hours per week to help someone in 
need locally? 

Hours to suit. Good rates of pay. 

Telephone and care useful. 

British Nursing Association 
Telephone: OXFORD (0065) 245201 

i READIR6 (0734) 506492 

W HI6N WYCOMBE (0494) 35025 

SWIHDOR (0793) 542202 
CHELTERHJUR (0242) 577810 

■gfVik* The British nursing Association 

^ Licensed by Local Authorities 


FAIRDALE HOUSE 

Small private rest home for elderly 
Oxfordshire County Council registered. 

★ 1 Vi miles from Oxford city centre ★ home 
from home ★ 24 hour's professional care ★ fully 
centrally heated ★ lovely gardens ★ all amenities 
are available ★ hair dresser and chiropodist 
available ★ short or long stay. 

For further details contact the proprietors 
Mr & Mrs Harrison on 
OXFORD (0865) 864621 


Rotherwood House 

Residential Home for Elderly 
D.C.C. REGISTERED 
it Hotel style accommodation 
it Lift 

it Single/double en-suite rooms 

HOLIDAY BEDS AVAILABLE 

ROTHERWOOD HOUSE 
74 St Mary Church Road 
Torquay TQ1 3HG. 
Telephone: Torquay (0803) 311688 
for an informal chat or brochure 
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SUMMER HOLIDAYS 
FRANCE & SPAIN 

MAY THROUGH TO OCTOBER 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast, swimming pools, 
restaurant, supermarket etc. Ferries — Flights and Insurance 
arranged. 

Also Mobile Home Sales Abroad. 


For details: 

TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 
TEL: (0865) 820165 (24 Hour Answerphone) 



FRESH FLOWERS NATURALLY ARRANGED 
Bride and Bridesmaid. Church. Reception and Marquee Flowers 

For further details please phone 

4 ] SARAH WESTACOTT (02*6) 641535 


DOUG JONES 

FLAT ROOFING SERVICES 

For all types of felt & asphalt work. 

A special price for that special job. 

Work guaranteed. 

Tel: Oxford 340730 


6 6 FLORAL. DESIGNS” 

Silk and Dried Bouquets 
SENT DIRECT from £12.50 inc. p&p 
FOR ANY SPECIAL OCCASION M 

Including Weddings, Reception Areas, 
Bomboniera. 

Telephone: Sue (0844) 51651, 



CLERGY RETIREMENT — 
THE LATER YEARS 

Regular readers of “The DOOR’’ will no doubt have noticed the 
Church of England Pensions Board’s advertisement “OUR WORK 
IS CARING’’, and have perhaps wondered how the Board actually 
helps and supports it more elderly pensioners. 

Whilst pension rights and retirement housing schemes help to 
relieve some of the initial anxieties, worries about long-term welfare 
can and do remain. More than 5,000 fo the Board’s pensioners are 
over the age of 75, and many of these will feel the need sooner or 
later for the extra care available in a residential or nursing home, 
and it is to this that the Board’s charitable funds are principally 
directed. 

Since 1948 the residential homes run by the Board have been more 
than just a place to live. Each has proved to be a home in every 
sense of the word, offering security and peace of mind at a time 
of life when it is most needed. For those who prefer to live in other 
private homes, help can be made available towards the payment of 
fees. 

The Pensions Board strives to offer support and guidance to those 
who have dedicated their lives to helping others in the name of Christ. 
With the opening of a new home in Leicestershire scheduled for 1991 , 
the Board’s limited funds are already stretched, and if it is to con- 
tinue its much needed work by planning and building new homes 
and expanding the level of care, further support is needed. 

PLEASE HELP US IN ANY WAY YOU CAN 
THANK YOU 

Department TD, 7 Little College Street , London SWIP 3SF 



WORK IS 
CMIHfi 


MOST CliKY WOULD LIRE THE OPPORTUIITY TO RELAX WNEI THE TIME 
COMES TO KTHE. MOT IT IS ROT ALWAYS SO EASY ... 

The Church of England Pensions Board offers support 
to its more elderly pensioners, including clergy widows 
and Church workers retired from the stipendiary 
ministry, who, because of age or infirmity need 
sheltered accommodation and some special care. 
This we are able to give in our 10 residential and nur- 
sing homes, offering security and peace of mind at 
a time of life when it is most needed, and where pro- 
blems encountered in everyday activities such as 
eating, dressing and bathing are eased by the caring 
support of our dedicated staff. 

A further home is scheduled for completion during 
1991, but in order to cope with the growing number 
of our pensioners we must continue this much need- 
ed work. 

We rely on support from donations, deeds of cove- 
nant and legacies. 

PLEASE HELP US TO GIVE A LITTLE EXTRA CARE. 
For a copy of our new Appeals Brochure detailing the 
board's work and ways in which you can help, or a 
form of words for inclusion in a will, please write to: 

THE SECRETARY 

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND PENSIONS BOARD 
Department TD 
7 Little College Street 
London SWIP 3SF 

Reg. Charity 236627 




Bookies and 
bishops: 
races apart 

ON the subject of who will be the next Ar- 
chbishop of Canterbury . . . The DOOR in- 
tends to keep a dignified silence, except to 
point out that this must be the first time that 
The Racing Times has devoted a whole 
page to episcopal matters. Headed ‘Finding 
value as they fight the good fight’ , it shows 
Ladbroke’s offering odds of 5-to-2 on the 
Bishop of Oxford, close behind the hot 
favourite, the Archbishop of Armagh. It 
also includes an ‘insider’s tip’ from David 
Webster, a lay member of the General 
Synod and Associate Editor of the Investors 
Chronicle who puts Bishop Richard seventh 
favourite at 8 to 1 in his hypothetical book. 

Ah well, it’s all a bit of ftm, even though 
it has nothing much to do with God and 
probably precious little to do with the next 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Tops for 
retirement 

WHATEVER the name of the next occu- 
pant of Lambeth Palace, at least the Ox- 
ford Diocese is the current outright winner 
in the ‘most bishops in the diocese’ stakes. 
With the arrival of Bishop Peter Walker, 
the former Bishop of Ely, we have passed 
Salisbury and can now boast a vintage col- 
lection of 16 retired bishops all living 
within the three counties, many of them 
still with very active ministries. 

l ney include Lord Blanch, the former 
Archbishop of York, the Most Revd 
George Appleton who used to be Ar- 
chbishop of Perth and then of Jerusalem, 
and 14 others whose former dioceses in- 
clude such far-flung places as Ruanda and 
Burundi, Cyprus and the Gulf and 
Mashonaland, as well as some closer to 
home. Oxford is most favoured retirement 
spot, with three bishops, closely followed 
by Bampton, Eynsham and Newbury with 
two apiece. All bishops consecrated since 
1975 are obliged to retire at 70 so many 
more presumably are on their way here. 

Birthday gift 

IT is hard to think of Prebendary Jack 
Armstrong (third right in our photo), as 
retired. He celebrated his 90th birthday at 
the 11am Eucharist on Easter Day at Kid- 
more End Church, but continues to preach 
regularly in and around the parish. His 
birthday gift to the Church was a set of new 
albs for the servers seen here being worn 
for the first time. 

Father Jack comes from a clerical family 
and it was while his father was vicar of Old 
Headington that his son found himself help- 
ing out in the parish and beginning to feel 
that the priesthood was for him. Having 


seen the slums of East London from a train 
window, he felt drawn to help the poor and 
the young. So he served his title in Bethnal 
Green before joining the Brotherhood of 
the Good Shepherd (the Bush Brothers) and 
travelling to the Australian outback 
Australia. 

It was there that he met Isabel, and in 
1932 married her in Sydney parish. On his 
return to England he became first Senior 
Curate of Minehead Parish Church and 
then Vicar of Yeovil before moving to 
Street, the home of Clark’s shoes, where 
he was also Chaplain and a governor of 
Millfield School. 

He officially retired in 1965 on medical 
advice, but in 1984 he celebrated the dia- 
mond jubilee of his still very active 
priesthood and earlier this year his 58th 
wedding anniversary. Says the Revd Dick 
Chown (right) who has just retired as Vicar 
of Kidmore End: “The albs he has given 
will be an effective reminder of what the 
‘beauty of holiness’ means in a material 
sense; but the personalities of Isabel and 
Jack bless us all with a personal; 
understanding of that phrase.” 

Honorary inum 

WHEN Keith, the Verger of St Paul’s, 
Wokingham complained that there were 
groups for women, and groups for young 
people, but none for men, Mary Bosher, 
the Enrolling Secretary said he could 
always join the Mother’s Union. At first 
he thought she was joking but of course she 
wasn’t. So on Mothering Sunday when four 
new members were enrolled into St Paul’s 
Mothers’ Union, Keith was one of them. 

He is not the first male member in the 
Diocese, but he is the first in Wokingham. 
He is also greatly loved by the congrega- 
tion and after the Enrolment Service and 
the Eucharist the bells rang out in a quarter 
peal in honour of the Mothers’ Union and 
of Keith, a one-time Tower Foreman. 

Royal help 

H.R.H. the Princess Royal is President 
of the Riding for the Disabled Association. 
Recently, she came to watch a display by 


Photo by Tim Raiby. Courtesy Henley Standard 

the High Wycombe Group and not surpris- 
ingly Canon John Eastgate, Vicar of 
Hughenden and Rural Dean of High 
Wycombe, helped her to distribute the 
commemorative rosettes. He has not only 
been involved with Riding for the Disabled 
Association for many years, but also holds 
an annual Horseman’s Sunday Service in 
Hughenden Park. One of the two local peo- 
ple presented to the Princess was Danny 
Cook from Hughenden Valley, one of the 
first members to join the Group. 

Attraction 

THE Saxon tower of St Michael at the 
Northgate is the oldest building in Oxford, 
and once formed part of the ancient city 
wall. Since the tower and its refurbished 
Treasury were opened to the public in 1986 
it has also become one of the City’s most 
popular tourist attractions. 

For the new season there is a new display 
from the Oxford Archaeological Unit, giv- 
ing the latest ideas on the story of the 
tower. Specially featured too is an unusual 
silver spoon bearing a crucifix between 
jewelled deer antlers — which is thought 
to commemorate the conversion of St 
Hubert, who went hunting on Good Fri- 
day and saw the image of the crucified 
Christ between the antlers of a stag. 

DOOR STOP 

READERS will be delighted to learn from 
Terry Landsbert’s letter on page 7 that the 
engineers have reported that all is well with 
Church House after its traumatic move in 
the hurricane. The final miracle occurred 
on April 2, when the Editor was in the mid- 
dle of discussing the paper’s advertising 
policy in a first floor meeting at Goodhead 
Publishing Company in Eynsham. 

At approximately 2.40pm the building 
shook alarmingly, and your ashen-faced 
Editor hoped it wasn’t a sign of Divine 
disapproval. On returning to Church 
House, however, she found with relief that 
it was simply an answer to prayer, and she 
can report that Diocesan Church House is 
once more on a firm foundation — forever! 


SENIOR CITIZENS 
CLUB HOLIDAY 

Parties of 12. Collected from your 
own front door in our Renault Master 
Coach. 

NO travel worries. 

NO luggage to carry. 

Daily excursion throughout 
North Wales 

Family run Guest House with Wales Tourist 
Board rating. Two crowns. Fire certificate. 
Full board (based on two sharing room) 
From £99 per person 

Price includes everything, definitely no extras to pay. 

Organisers incentive payment. 

For full details or brochure: 

Tel: (0758) 720058 

' or write to: 

Mill House Holidays 
/ Edern, Nr Pwllheli LL53 6JD 


CAR PAINT UK 

FOR YOUR 
LEADING MAKES 
OF CAR PAINT 
C0L0UNS 

Contact: 

CAR PAINT UK 

20 BUCKINGHAM ST 
AYLESBURY, BUCKS 

Tel: 0296 394450 

NOW 
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Ringing in a new generation 


YOUNG DOOR 




WHEN 14 young people aged 11 to 16 arrived 
at Bradwell Church/Milton Keynes Youth 
Hostel on the evening of March 30, they didn’t 
know what to expect. Nor did we — because 
this was to be the first-ever Oxford diocesan 
Guild of Bellringers Youth Weekend. The 
group is pictured, right. 

It was set up specifically at the instigation 
of the Guild Master, Pat Newton, to cater for 
the young people in the Guild. Its purpose was 
to give them ringing company of their own age, 
to make them feel more involved in the guild, 
and hopefully to teach them new ringing skills 
or to improve old ones — all at a price that 
they could afford. 

The theory was not ignored, and on Satur- 
day morning there was also a quiz to ensure 
that we all learned a bit about each other too. 
However, the stress was on the practical ring- 
ing sessions. We started with one at Bradwell 
on the Friday evening, before splitting into two 
groups on Saturday morning for ringing ses- 


sions at a total of eight local churches. Methods 
rung ranged from rounds and call changes to 
London Surprise Major. 

On Saturday evening, amidst the planning 
of April Fool jokes, there were sessions on 
tune-ringing on handbells, method ringing on 
handbells and rope splicing. As far as I am 
aware most of the jokes didn’t materialise, and 
Sunday morning saw us divided up into three 
groups to ring at and attend services at three 
different local churches where we were made 
very welcome. Afterwards, we returned to the 
youth hostel to disperse, say our goodbyes ad 
exchange addresses. In some cases too there 
was homework to complete! 

We should like to thank all the incumbents 
of the local churches who allowed us to ring 
their bells, and all the adult helpers too. If you 
are aged between 11 and 16 and ring church 
bells, ask your tower captain about next year’s 
weekend. I’m sure you would enjoy it! 

Cathy Holdway 



Springboard towards 
understanding oneself 


For children 

Listening and 
talking to God 


THE sixth Oxford Diocesan 
Youth Assembly was held over 
the weekend of April 6-8 at The 
Green Park Centre, Aylesbury. 
Entitled SPRINGBOARD it is 
an annual opportunity for young 
Christians of 16 years and above 
to meet and share concerns and 
ideas. The event is planned by 
elected members of the previous 
assembly. 



John Blankenback 

This year, the aim was to 
reflect upon where we have 
been, identify where we are, and 
consider where we are going in 
our lives. This was achieved 
through small group sessions 
where our lives were symbolised 
as a map showing the journey of 
life. Rucksacks full of physical 
and mental representations were 
drawn up to help us explore the 
“luggage” we carry with us 
throughout our lives. 

There was ample opportunity 
for worship, with an especially- 


memorable Taize-style service 
by candlelight on Saturday even- 
ing. On Sunday afternoon an im- 
aginative Eucharist was held in 
which all small groups con- 
tributed with a sketch. 

For Annette Nixon, the 
Diocesan Youth Adviser, this 
was her last Springboard , as she 
is moving on to become a Parish 
Worker in Earley. During an en- 
joyable home-made cabaret a 
presentation was made to An- 
nette to thank her for all the 
work she has done for 
Springboard and the youth in the 
Diocese during the past six 
years. 

The assembly was delighted to 
welcome the Bishops of Oxford, 
Buckingham and Reading, the 
Archdeacons of Oxford, Buck- 
ingham and Berkshire, the 
chairman of the Diocesan Youth 
Committee, Michael Hill, and 
Diocesan Finance Officer 
George Hammond and his wife, 
as guests. 

The weekend was extremely 
successful and most people were 
able to take away a better 
understanding of themselves. 

John Blankenback 
John was Chairman of the 
Springboard 1990 planning 
group. He is 21 and in his first 
year at York University , where 
he is reading Psychology. Im- 
mediately after leaving school he 
completed a four year appren- 
ticeship at Austin Rover. 



Annette Nixon, with one of her group. Photo by Brian 
Turvey. 


Why do we pray? There are many answers to that. One of the 
best could be that we feel that it is good, worth treasuring, and 
special to be able to talk to God about ourselves, our family and 
friends, and people in the world, the sick and needy, and the wonder- 
ful creation around us which comes from God. 

When do we pray? At any time, and in many ways, with words 
of praise or asking forgiveness, with silence, with our feelings. We 
might be sad, angry or happy. With song and dance, and with art, 
a special picture or poster, or, we can just listen to God speaking 
within us, and be still. 

Where do we pray? It can happen at school, at home, in church, 
on the bus or in the car. In the morning or at lunchtime, or at night. 
Jesus prayed in the desert, in the Upper Room with His friends, 
in the boat on the lake. In fact, we too can pray anywhere, at any 
time. It is always convenient for God to listen to us if we need to 
speak to Him personally about something. 

How do we pray? Well, if we are not used to praying to God on 
our own, we might need a bit of help. If you have a favourite pic- 
ture — it could be of your family, a friend, an animal, lovely place, 
or a picture in your Bible, something special for you — For a minute 
or so, look at it and think about it. Then, tell God anything at all 
about your picture. You will be surprised at just what you can see 
and talk about. You don’t always have to pray on your own. We 
can pray together, in Church, at Home, or in School. Remember: 
it’s good to pray with your parents, brothers and sisters, or friends, 
and share your prayers together. 

Some books to help you listen and pray: 

Listen and Praise: songs and poems from the Bible by A. J. 
McCallen (Collins); Still with God by Simon Bailey; Good News 
Bible (Collins). 

Pamela Jones , Diocesan Children ’s Officer 
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The "Nelbury" Hotel 
for the Disabled 

CRANBORNE ROAD, SWANAGE, DORSET 
Telephone: Swanage (0929) 422477 

The Melbury Private Hotel is a delightful, friendly hotel. It is within 
easy reach of the holiday attractions at Swanage — just three minutes 
from the sea, the shops and the theatre.. 

It has a pleasant dining room with an excellent standard of cuisine. In 
the three spacious lounges, colour television and bar facilities are 
available. A vaariety of entertainment from coach outings to sing-songs, 
bingo to theatre visits are organised. All bedrooms have hot and cold 
running water. The hotel has its own car park, free to guests. 
FACILITIES FOR GUESTS: 

1 . Wide entrance doors on level ground. 

2. All internal doors minimum 3ft wide. 

3. Dining Room and Lounges on ground floor with access to ground 
floor toilets and bathroom. 

4. Licensed bar. 

5. Lifts for wheelchatrs to first floor and second floor for more able 
guests. 

6. Bedrooms: 6 ground floor and 13 first floor rooms suitable for 
wheelchairs and disabled. Second floor bedrooms for more able guests. 

7. Delightful gardens and patios expressly designed for your enjoyment. 

8. Open all year — reduced out of seasons rates — Christmas and New 
Year festive packages a speciality. 

9. Ambulance with wheelchair lift for outings. Loaned by the 
TRANSAID TRUST. 

28th April and 5th May. Return coach pickup from Rectory Road, 
Oxford. 


Residential 
Christian Marriage 
Weekends 


Mission to 
Marriage 

Good marriages are not found, 
they are built — and 
maintained. No one expects 
much from a house or car « 
without maintenance. You car 
gets an MOT after three years 
— What about your marriage? 

consider: 

Surrey 1-3 June 
Sunbury Court 
Kent 12-14 October 
Allington Castle 
Lancashire 19-21 October 
Ellel Grange 

For further information, 
contact: 

Mission to Marriage 
20 Mill Street, Mildenhall 
Suffolk IP28 7DP 
Tel: Mildenhall (0638) 713047 


A.W. YATES 

STONEMASONS 

Natural stone and marble 
restoration masons 

Suppliers and Carvers of stone 
for all restoration projects 
including new developments. 

Full technical and planning services 
by skilled personel. 

Fireplace designers and suppliers 

OFFICE AND SHOWROOM: 

Unit S2, Rectory Lane Trading Estate 
Kingston Bagpuize, Near Abingdon, 
Oxon 

Tel: 0865 821341 
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Telephone: (0865) 880505 
The complete advertisement guide 


ADVERTISE IN THE DOOR - Tell 
210.000 readers in Buckinghamshire. 
Berkshire and Oxfordshire. Tel: Oxford 
880505, Ext. 2140. 

LET A CLASSIFIED advertisement 
work for you ... Tell 210,000 readers in 
three counties. ONLY £4.50 plus VAT 
for three lines. Tel: Oxford 880505, Ext. 
2140. 


CORNWALL: St Austell. Bungalow in 
private park, sleeps 6. Close to town cen- 
tre and all amenities. Tel: 0483 503165. 


DISCOUNT FRENCH HOLIDAYS. 

Fourteen top sites offered by Christian 
organisation. Tel: (021) 4406143. 


SPAIN 

£3,250 ono 

will purchase three bedroom, two bathroom 
accommodation for six people in private 
estate on the Costa Blanca — for one month 
(2 x two weeks) every year in perpetuity. 
A car is included in purchase price. 

Phone 0295 738297 

(Evenings) 


SELL your unwanted items through The 
DOOR Classified section. Telephone: 
Oxford 880505. 

OVER 100 COPIES ENGLISH 
HYMNAL FOR SALE. Further infor- 
mation ’phone: 0753 864419. 


ANITRAC 

CATERING 

★ Catering for all occasions 

★ Wedding cakes and gateaux a speciality 

★ Outside parties, functions and weddings catered 
for 

★ For a free no obligation quote 

Call Anita Lyon on 

Witney (0993) 778486 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THE DOOR 

Telephone Oxford 
(0065) 000505 

and sneak to 
Jeanne or 6lyn 


Would you like your 

orders of service • parish magazines 
posters • tickets • invitations 

professionally designed and printed — all at a very 
reasonable all-in price? 

Itndfje Makers is a Desktop Publishing 
Service run by active churchgoers who will understand your needs 

Ring us on Witney 0993 773320 


FOR SALE - WITNEY. Three- 
bedroom link detached house in quiet cul- 
de-sac, four years’ old, cavity wall in- 
sulation, leaded windows. Garage. 
Lawns to front and rear, 50ft x 35ft land- 
scaped private rear garden. Patio. 
Recently redecorated internally and ex- 
ternally. Must be viewed, £78,950. Tel: 
Witney (0993) 773211 (24 hour 
Ansaphone). 


ENGLISH 

HYMNALS 

St Mary's, Datchet 

Wish to purchase any 
unwanted copies in 
good condition. 

Please contact: 

Rev Dr. W. L. Knight 

Telephone: 

0753 580467 


St Mary’s, Aylesbury 

ORGANIST/DIRECTOR 
OF MUSIC 

We require a committed communicant 
Anglican to develop further the music 
of the whole church. 

Progressive Catholic tradition, RSCM, 
Sung Eucharist weekly and festivals. 
Choral Evensong monthly; civic and 
special services. Weekly choir 
practice. Fine J. W. Walker organ. 
Two assistants. 

Salary: £1,000 + fees. 

Details from: 

The Revd Leonard Pepper 
Parish Office. St Mary's Church 
St Mary's Square, Aylesbury 
HP20 1 JJ 


PRATTS OF 
DORCHESTER 

Established 1945 

Engine Centre, Short & Full 
Engines, Gearboxes. Large stock of 
manual gearboxes. Differentials — 
large stock. Cylinder Heads — large 
stock. 

ir FITTING SERVICE 
★ MoT TESTING STATION 
Quality and Reliability at 
Reasonable prices 

" COURTESY CAR FREE ON MAJOR 
REPAIRS 

Tel: OXFORD 340463 



YOU COULD USE THIS SPACE to 
earn extra cash ... sell unwanted items, 
advertise your services. Tell 210,000 
readers each month for only £4.50 plus 
VAT for 3 lines. Telephone: Glyn Davies 
on Oxford 880505. 


FOR SALE 

WITNEY 

Three-bedropm link detached house in quiet cul-de-sac, 
four years' old, cavity wall insulation, leaded windows. 
Garage. Lawns to front and rear, 50ft x 35ft landscaped 
private rear garden. Patio. Recently redecorated internally 
and externally. Must be viewed. 

£78,950 

Tel: Witney (0993) 773211 

(24 hour Ansaphone) 


THE PRAYER BOOK SOCIETY 

The Book of Common Prayer is still the standard of Doctrine, and 
is a beautiful form of Worship. 

If you value the language and doctrine of the Book of Common Prayer, 
join the Prayer Book Society. 

Diocesan Secretary: John Crofts 
14 Forest Close, Wendover 
Aylesbury HP22 6BT 


WESTMINSTER ABBEY CHOIR 

Organist and Master of the 
Choristers: MARTIN NEARY 



DO YOU HAVE A MUSICAL 
SON AGED SEVEN OR EIGHT? 
If so, he is the ideal age for a 
choristership at Westminster Abbey 
in September. We shall next be audi- 
tioning boys for this world-famous 
choir and its unique School on 6 
dune. 

For further details, please contact 
the Headmaster, 

Gordon Roland- Adams, 
Westminster Abbey Choir School, 
Deans Yard, London SW1P 3NY. 
Tel: 01-222 6151 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THE DOOR 

Telephone Oxford 
(0865) 880505 and 
ask for David Holden 
(General Manager) 


OXFORD Archdeaconry Christian 
Training Scheme requires part-time 
Secretary, to take administrative respon- 
sibility. Should be sympathetic to the 
aims of the Scheme and enjoy contact 
with people, 15 hours per week. 
Diocesan Rates. Word-processing skills 
essential. Contact: The Revd Gill Sumner 
(Oxford 58023). 

REQUIRED TO WORK at busy 
publishing office near Oxford. Part-time 
Credit Controller for temporary assign- 
ment September-December, approximate 
hours 9am-3pm, 2-3 days a week. Salary 
negotiable. For further details telephone 
Oxford 880505 and ask for Karen 
Johnson. 


A welcome trend? 


Helping ourselves 


AT the Oxford Diocesan Synod 
on March 10 there was an over- 
whelming vote for a Burnham 
Deanery motion: “That this 
Synod, whilst appreciating the 
work of Diocesan officers and 
the contribution that they make 
to the building up of parish life, 
hopes that priority will be given 
to identifying and extending the 
expertise of individuals or 
groups at deanery level, this be- 
ing the level to which parishes 
more effectively relate.” 

The thrust of the motion was 
that far more could, and should, 
be done at local level. The im- 
plication of the Burnham 
deanery motion is that we should 
expect to find talents and leader- 
ship for Christian adult educa- 
tion, youth and children’s work, 
industrial and other sector 
ministry, and Christian Concern 
for One World within the wor- 
shipping congregation of a local 
area. 

But where does this leave 
Church House and our Diocesan 
Officers? As the Revd Jeremy 
Hurst said in proposing the 
motion: “We intend no criticism 
of any Diocesan Officer — all 
are doing good work which is 
much appreciated. Our motion 
is not concerned with finance or ' 
staffing numbers: It is concern- 


ed with gifts and talents.” 

He went on to stress that col- 
laborative ministry at local level 
was in the business of identify- 
ing and releasing the talents of 
local congregations across 
parish boundaries — for “just as 
no individual minister posseses 
the full range of talents, so no 
individual parish contains the 
full range of talents.” 

In all this, he said, the role of 
the Diocesan Officers would be 
to provide the necessary 
teaching and rescources and to 
encourage work to be done 
locally rather than attempt to 
undertake the impossible task 
themselves over enormous 
areas. 

The theme of ‘Encouraging 
local initiative’ was explored 
more fully at a meeting spon- 
sored by the Open Synod group 
in Wokingham on March 7 just 
before the Synod debate. Once 
again it was the experience of 
the Burnham Deanery which 
was offered as a possible role 
model for more effective witness 
and ministry. 

The Rural Dean, Simon 
Brown said that of the 27 
parishes in the Deanery 22 came 
within team ministries so that 
they were used to a high degree 
of collaboration and interplay 


Palm Sunday 



Pictured above is part of the Palm Sunday procession 
through Stony Stratford, attended by the Bishop of 
Oxford who accompanied the Vicar, the Revd Cavell 
Cavell-Northam. Photo by Ray Rowlson. 


between clergy and laity. The 
Deanery had also been respon- 
sible for some years for seeing 
that the parish Share was paid in 
full and that parishes in need 
were helped through their finan- 
cial difficulties by the whole 
Deanery. 

Buckingham Archdeaconry 
Parish Resources Officer Anne 
Faulkner said that in her ex- 
perience parishes grew in 
numbers and strength to the 
degree that they were open to 
change, and to the opportunity 
to work with people from out- 
side whether they came from 
Church House or from closer 
nearby. “We have to be willing 
to be open, to take space to look 
at ourselves — to have a plan of 
action and the expectation that 
we shall be on the move,” she 
said. 

Let us hope that we are see- 
ing a trend — already recognised 
by the Diocesan officers — that 
more initiatives can and should 
be taken locally, and that 
parishes should not look to 
Church House to do aU the work 
for them, but in order that they 
can do it more effectively 

themselves. Jolm Crowe 

The Revd John Crowe is Team 
Rector in the Dorchester Area 
Team Ministry and Chairman of 
The DOOR Editorial Support 
Group. 

Visitation time 

THE annual Visitations will take 
place in the 29 deaneries during 
May. 

The Visitation of an Arch- 
deacon i, or from time to time the 
Diocesan Bishop, is an ancient 
legal procedure going back hun- 
dreds of years. 

The clergy are no longer ex- 
pected to admit to any skeletons 
in their parish cupboard such as 
the births of illegitimate 
children , the number of thefts, 
or the state of the congregation 5 
marriages. However , Visitations 
still provide an opportunity for 
the Bishop or the Archdeacon to 
assess the state of a deanery and 
its parishes and to deal per- 
sonally with individual questions 
and concerns. 

They are also legal courts at 
which the new churchwardens 
are officially sworn in and en- 
couraged while the outgoing 
ones can be formally thanked for 
their work. 

Each year in advance of the 
Visitation, a list of different 
questions is sent to each parish. 
This year they have ranged from 
a section on Mission and 
Ministry with chalenging ques- 
tions such as “Has your PCC 
discussed how it will engage in 
the Decade of Evangelism ?’’ to 
more mundane enquiries about 
the state of the church building. 


Cleveland 

Carriages 

ROLLS ROYCE DAIMLER, 
JAGUAR ALSO MERCEDES 



For weddings and special occasions 

PMM Penn IM9ID1) 6733 


Funeral Directors 



H. C. Grimstead Ltd 

Amersham 
(0494) 726130 

Dki urn am sum Aumuci 

Harefield 
0895 822297 

Eastcote 
01-866 0688 

Beaconsfield 
(0494) 672668 

Ruislip 
(0895) 632553 

Gerrards Cross 
(0753) 882644 

TILBURY HOUSE 
SHEPHERDS LANE 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS 

West Drayton 
(0895) 442032 


PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

All decorating and allied work undertaken efficiently with 
care and attention to detail. 

My reputation depends on your guaranteed satisfaction. 
25 years experience. 

★ Excellent references. 

★ Helpful advice. 

Oxford 773381 


HYPNOTHERAPY, 
PSYCHOTHERAPY & 
COUNSELLING 

An Elite, Professional, Confidential Service, devoted to 
total excellence of Mind & Body, Naturally. 
Therapy that proceeds gently, and at YOUR pace, in a 
Sympathetic, Informal and Discreet Environment. 

If you have a problem that detracts from the quality of 
your life, why not telephone: 

READING (0734) 452205 

For your Free explanatory Audio Cassette, Anytime. 

FRANK MEREDITH 

B.Sc., LCSP (Assoc), MSPCAH, C.HYP. MABCH 


Berkshire Funeral 
Services 

Private Chapels, 24 Hours Service, Private Hire Cars. 

Also available: 

MONUMENTAL MASON 
Personal, caring service 

67 St. Mark’s Road, Maidenhead 
Berks S16 6DP 

Telephone: 0628 777899 

Under the personal attention of 
Alan Cattermole 


ALLAN WARDLE mbh. 

All types of clock restoration and 
repair, including dial and case repairs. 

Specialising in Longcase (Grandfather) 

Carriage and Striking clocks 

Collection and delivery available . 

Ickford (08447) 445 

(Two miles from Junction 7 on M40) 

Chapel Cottage, Sheldon Road 
Ickford, Nr Aylesbury 
Bucks, HP18 9HY 
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Warm birthday Welcome 

ite 

—arf. q . 


Churches: St Martin 's (pictured 
right): Built in brick with the 
Victorian village of Chavey 
Down and licenced on March 24 
1890, St Mary's (pictured 
below): 14th cntury, with 
unusual central oak pillars said 
to have been made from whole 
trunks of oaks cut from Wind- 
sor Forest. A remarkable dou- 
ble pitched roof (1592). 

The church now forms a 
United Benfice with St Peter’s 
Cranthome. Their Vicar, Simon 
Baynes, describes them as 
“middle with evangelical and 
charismatic elements ’ ’ . 
Electoral Roll: 167 (1989 
figure) for St Martin’s and St 
Mary’s. 

Clergy: the Revd Simon 
Baynes. 

Deanery: Bracknell. 

Bishop: The Rt Revd John 
Bone, the Bishop of Reading. 
Sunday Services: St Mary's: 
2nd and 4th Sunday — 8am Ho- 
ly Communion, 1 lam Morning 
Prayer; 1st and 3rd — 1 lam Ho- 
ly Communion. Book of Com- 
mon Prayer used for all these 
services. Up to 50 attend 11am. 
St Martin : 1st and 3rd Sunday 

— 1 lam Holy Communion; 2nd 

— 9.30am Morning Prayer; 4th 
— ■ Family Service. Alternative 
Service Book Rite A used except 
for Family Service. Up to 50 
Communicants and up to 80 at- 
tend Family Service.: 

Also informal ‘Evening 
Praise’ rotates between the two 
churches and St Peter’s, 
Cranboume. 

Hymn Books: Ancient and 
Modem Revised , 100 Hymns for 
Today , Mission Praise. 
Sunday School: Twelve 

children (3-8 years), a teacher 
and a helper meet at St Mary’s 
11-12 noon. Thirty children 
(3-1 1 years) and six teachers and 
helpers meet at St Martin’s 
9. 30-10. 30am. 

Choir: Choir at St Mary’s sings 
at 1 lam services and weddings. 
Bell ringers: Fifteen in all. 
They ring at St Mary’s. 

Youth Club: Covenanters 
(11-15 years), CYFA (15plus). 
Parish Magazine: Editor: Peter 
Benwell. 

Mission links: Leprosy Mis- 
sion; Church Missionary Socie- 
ty (Pam Cooper, Japan). 
Other activities: Irregular 
house groups. ‘Minor celebra- 
tions’ for St Martin’s Centenary. 
Also Centenary Fund target of 
£1,600 for a new bookcase and 
display unit. Winkfield Summer 
Festival June 15-17. 


THERE was a special reason to 
time a visit to St Martin’s, 
Chavey Down, for Mothering 
Sunday. This year the church 
is celebrating the Centenary 
of its Licensing for Public 
Worship, and the Festival 
Thanksgiving Service was at 
9.30 that morning. It included 
a St Martin’s hymn specially 
written for the occasion by 
the Vicar, Simon Baynes. 

The church itself is a 
compact red-brick building, 
nestling comfortably between 
small villas of similar age. 
Church and homes were built 
together when the farming 
community of Chavey Down 
expanded at the end of the 
last century. Now, the 
community is growing again 
— as new estates mushroom 
up around it, and it became 
more and more an outpost of 
nearby Bracknell. 

It was a pleasure to be 
hastened into the service by 
the church bell. It was also a 
pleasure to find that there 
was more-than-adequate car 
parking behind the building: 
an indication that the 
guardians of the church have 
moved with the times and 
that, more especially, 
worshippers come from 
farther afield than the 
immediate village nowadays. 

But the little church 
remains much as it was when 
first used in 1890. Simple 
furnishings and bare brick 
walls — enhanced by flowers, 
and the extra posies presented 
to all ladies present, mums or 
not, for Mothering Sunday. 

Any hint of bareness was 
far outweighed by the warmth 
of welcome and the 
friendliness of all present, 
young and old. 

As always, the Vicar of 
Winkfield, the Revd Simon 
Baynes, was on hand to 
welcome the congregation. 

His is a busy life, with St 
Martin’s and St Mary’s in the 
parish of Winkfield, joined 
with St Peter’s Cranbourne to 
form a United Benefice. He 
is assisted by a Reader, Mrs 
Mary Knight, and by 
considerable lay-involvement 
in worship as with other 
aspects of the parish life. 

Lay ministry manifests 
itself in many ways, not least 
of which is in the informal 
worship on Sunday evenings. 


Pictured at the cake-cutting ceremony: left to right, Simon Baynes, Angela Michie, 
David Price, Margaret Hammond Photo: Andrew Wilson 


About two years ago there 
was “a demand for 
something on a Sunday 
evening,’’ as Simon Baynes 
puts it. 

“Before that there was 
nothing. Now, there is this 
service of ‘Evening Praise’, 
which rotates between the 
three churches and relies 
heavily on lay participation 
and lay leadership.’’ At the 
moment it is being used as 
part of the preparation course 
for the 34 candidates 
(children and adults) for 
confirmation in June. 

The role of St Martin’s has 
not changed throughout its 
first 100 years, though. It 
was built to serve the 
community and to be a centre 
of Christian witness. Simon 
Baynes is very conscious of 
the nearness of Bracknell and 
the new developments around 
this and its sister church. 

On Good Friday there was 
a Walk of Witness around 
one of the new estates just 
south of the church. Young 
families are moving into the 
area, and many are coming to 
worship in St Martin’s. On 
Mothering Sunday, the 
church was packed with 
families, worshipping 
alongside the older residents 
of the village who are having 
to cope with the changes 
imposed upon their environs 
and life-styles. 

The youngsters are well 
catered for, with Sunday 
School each Sunday morning 
attended by upward of thirty 
children and die luxury of six 
dedicated teachers. There are 
about fifteen ‘Covenanters* 
aged 11-15, and six members 
of the over-15’s group 
‘CYPA’. Guides and 
brownies are attached to St 


Martin’s and were present on 
parade for the special day. 

As with any village church 
(and St Martin’s retains that 
image), church and village 
life are interwoven. The 
monthly magazine contains 
news of all the local 
organisations (such as the 
Women’s Institutes) as well 
as the church news. Copies 
are distributed free to each of 
the 1600 homes in the parish. 
The social life of the church 
spills out into the community 
which it serves. 

Back to Mothering Sunday: 
During the Festival 
Thanksgiving Service, a com- 
memorative bookcase, with 
storage, display racks and 
notice boards, was dedicated. 
The unit was made by 
designer-craftsman Mr John 
Elbert and has been installed 
at the west end of the church. 
The bookcase was bought 
from the cash raised by St 
Martin’s Centenary Appeal. 

The other special feature of 
the service was the return of 
a former vicar, the/ Revd 
David Price, new Rector of 
Wimbome Minster and Rural 
Dean of Wimbome. During 


his address he told of his 
dilemma during his time as 
incumbent (1972-81), when a 
decision had to be made 
“whether or not to retain the 
building’’ and to identify the 
needs for the future. 

Out of his enthusiasm, and 
that of his parishioners, came 
many of the changes which 
have enabled St Martin’s to 
present a modern face to the 
world. 

The final surprise oi me 
morning was the modem 
church hall, entered directly 
from the church. On this day 
it housed a centenary 
exhibition of life then and 
now in the village — but 
attention was focused on the 
brief ceremony of cutting the 
magnificent birthday cake, 
accompanied by equally 
brief speeches, before Simon 
Baynes and David Price 
rushed off to 11am Morning 
Prayer at St Mary’s at the 
other end of the parish. 

In case St Mary’s feels 
neglected in this Parish 
Profile, it should be recorded 
that it is a beautiful 14th 
Century church which has 
served the people of 
Winkfield faithfully all that 
time. 

But the last word is with St 
Martin’s as they follow their 
Patron Saint in service, and 
in teaching the way of Christ. 

Margaret Innis 


The DOOR opens on: 


The parish of Winkfield 


Letters contd. from page 7. 


God’s grace, 
God’s will 


I’M SURPRISED that the Revd 
J. Mortiboys, who is unsure of 
the validity of consecrations per- 
formed by a female Anglican or- 
dained as priest nevertheless 
feels sure he is receiving Holy 
Communion when a male 
Anglican ordained as priest is 
presiding. 

True, only a minority of the 
world’s Christians recognise the 
orders of Anglican women 
priests, but the Roman Catholic 
and Orthodox churches (who 
form the majority of Christians 
world-wide) unite in questioning 
the validity of all Anglican 
orders. 

Is it plausible to think that God 
withholds grace from anyone 
who is truly seeking to obey 
God’s and Christ’s command- 
ments, to put her/his trust in 
Christ, and to do God’s will? 
That is not the impression of 
God’s nature that I gain from the 
Gospels. It seems incredible to 
me to view Jesus’s Father as a 
stickler for protocol. 

Do I take it that if the Holy 
Spirit persuades 51 per cent of 
the world’s Christians that a 
given person is a true priest that 
will set Mr Mortiboy’s mind at 
rest? And who counts as a 
Christian in this election? How 
does Mr Mortiboys know for 
certain? 

Alison Adcock , 
Wolvercote, Oxford 

TAILPIECE: the house that 
moved. Or did it? Readers 
may recall the report in last 
month’s DOOR that Church 
House had been moved on its 
foundations in a winter storm. 
The Bishop’s chaplain claim- 
ed to have observed the 
building’s altered alignment 
while parking the Bishop’s 
car. The Secretary of the 
Board of Finance now 
comments. 


Unmoved 

I WAS interested to see that the 
remarkable events relating to the 
storm on January 25 reached 
The Door! The structural report 
has now been received and con- 
firms that Church House, if it 
actually moved, reverted to its 
original site. It is understood that 
the Bishop’s Discretionary Fund 
may well be approached to pro- 
vide optical help for the 
Bishop’s Chaplain when parking 
at Church House. 

T. C. Landsbert , 
Diocesan Church House 
P.S. Any movement at Church 
House must be regarded as 
quasi miraculous ! 

(The Letter Page is edited 
by Canon William Purcell) 



REQUIRED 

IN THE OXFORD AREA 

During June July and August 


Debbie on 

OXFORD 

774503 


For more information 
contact 



ACCOMMODATION 

WANTED: 


HAVE YOU THOUGHT OF THE BENEFITS 
BOTH FINANCIAL AND SOCIAL TO BE 
GAINED FROM HOSTING A FOREIGN GUEST? 


We are expanding our register of families wishing to 
accommodate European business personnel. Our students 
will be attending full-time, short-term language training. 
We are looking for professional families able to provide 
bed, breakfast and an evening meal, single room 
occupancy, within easy reach of the city centre. 

For further information 
telephone Oxford 721959 
Oxford Intensive School 
of English 




omnicare 

Our new display 
centre is 

NOW OPEN 

58B HIGH STREET 
AYLESBURY 

415003 


o m n i care cm,. 

THE LOCAL RESPONSE TO ALL YOUR NEEDS 

OUR QUALIFIED STAFF CAN ASSESS AND 
ADVISE A COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF EQUIPMENT. 

POWERED CHAIRS AND SCOOTERS, SELF-PROPELLED 
CHAIRS, BATHROOM - BEDROOM - KITCHEN - 
SITTING ROOM 

We have a wide range of products for all these areas. 
The solution to your problem lies with us 

Monday to Friday 9-5.30. Saturday 9-1 
58B HIGH STREET AYLESBURY 415003 
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WHAT'S ON 


APRIL 

Sun 29, OXFORD, Phoenix Cinema, 
Walton Street, 6 pm. OXFAM Screen- 
ing of “Who Killed Romero?” the late 
Archbishop of El Salvador. Talk by 
Michael Campbell — Johnston, Provin- 
cial of Jesuits in Britain. Tickets £4; pro- 
ceeds towards tools, seeds and building 
materials for returning refugees. 

MAY 

WEDNESDAY 2, 9, 16, 23. CME 
(Clergy in Service) Course on Mission 
and the Local Church at Cores End 
United Reformed Church, Bourne End. 
8-9 pm, £11. 

THURSDAYS 3, 10, 17 up until 5th Ju- 
ly, CME (Clergy in Service). Course on 
Working in Groups at Amersham Free 
Church 8-9.45 pm £20. 

Thurs 3. OXFORD, CMS Coffee Mor- 
ning 10.30 am, 122 Banbury Road. Talk 
by The Revd. M. Granavaram on 
“Glimpses of the Church of South 
India”. 

Sat 5, IVINGHOE, Ivinghoe Lawn 10 
am to 2 pm Car Boot Sale in aid of 
Church Restoration Fund. 

Sat 5. HAMBLEDEN, St. Mary the 
Virgin 7.30 pm. Sylvan Players with 
Alexandra Bibby (piano) perform 
Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 23 in A 
Major and other works. Tickets £4.50 at 
Door. 

Sat 5. OXFORD. Coffee morning, 

10.30 am in aid of St John’s Home. 
Plants, cakes etc. All welcome at St 
John’s Home, St Mary’s Road. 

Sat 5. ADDERBURY Parish Church 

7.30 pm Concert in aid of Cuddesdon 

Appeal. Music by Ripon College students 
and local Church Choirs/Musicians. 
Tickets £2, £1.50 

children/students/senior citizens. 
Refreshments available. 

Sat 5. OXFORD. Centre for Mission 
Studies, Woodstock Road. Voluntary and 
Christian Service workshop on working 
with the homeless 10 am - 4 pm. 
Speakers include Kim Gibson of Dove 
Word Ministries, Sister Maureen Farrell 
of the Church of Christ and Cornerstone, 
Milton Keynes and Bill Anderson of 
Choice, Reading. Contact Philip Jackson 
at VCS on 01-359 6408. 

Sat 5. AYLESBURY. St Mary’s 7.30 
pm. Concert by Charles Pope String Or- 
chestra. Mozart, Elgar, Finzi. 

Sat 5 to Mon 7. AYLESBURY. St 
Mary’s 10 am to 5 pm. Exhibition of Art 
& Crafts. Afternoon Cream Teas in Cof- 
^ fee Shop. 

Sat 5, Sun 6, Mon 7. APPLETON. St 
Lawrence Church. Flower Festival of the 
“Four Seasons”. Home-made teas in 
nearby Manor daily. An outing for all the 
family. 

Tues 8. CHIPPING CAMPDEN. Visit 
by Oxford Guild of Vergers. Bookings to 
Norman Morrey on 0386 840952 by May 
1 . 

Tues 8. HAZLEMERE. Holy Trinity 
Brookes Lounge. CME (Clergy in Ser- 
vice) Programme “The Challenge of 
HIV/AIDS”. A half-day workshop 9.30 
am to 1 pm. 

Thurs 10, Fri 11, Sat 12. ABINGDON. 

St Helen’s a Musical Evening, “Tam 
Lin”. Audience participation! Youth 
Groups welcome. £2.50 adults/£1.50 
children. Phone 0865 775520. 

Thurs 10. OXFORD. Montgomery 
Trust Lecture, “Science & Religion” by 
Professor Keith Ward of King's College, 
j London, 4.30-6 pm at Westminster Col- 
lege. Tea from 4 pm. 

Thurs 10. OXFORD. Ecumenical 
Society of the Blessed Virgin Mary. A 
talk by the Revd Joseph Chalmers on 


“Mary in Carmelite tradition” at Pusey 
House, 8 pm. 

Sat 12. CLIFTON HAMPDEN. Time 
and Talents Auction and Ploughman’s 
Lunch in aid of Church organ and Hand- 
bells Fund. Village Hall, 12 noon. 

Sat 12. BURNHAM, St Peter’s Church, 

7.30 pm. English Chamber orchestra plus 
Ian Watson. Tickets only £8 (thanks to 
some sponsorship by South Bucks 
District Council). Bach, Mozart, Holst & 
Walter Leigh. Tickets from Cornerstone 
Office, Church Street. 

Sat 12. HAZLEMERE, Holy Trinity 
Church Brookes Lounge. CME (Clergy 
in Training) morning workshop, 9.30 am 
to 1 pm on HIV/AIDS, £3. 

Sat 12. OXFORD, St Andrew’s Church 
Hall, Linton Road. Institute Seminar star- 
ting 1 1 am with Canon Naim Ateek of St 
George’s Cathedral Jerusalem. “Land of 
Conflict: Place of Freedom?”. Cost £1 
towards buffet lunch, apply to Canon 
Vincent Strudwick 0865 244566. 

Sat 12. STOKENCHURCH, SS Peter 
& Paul 7.45 pm. Return visit by Belmont 
Quartet/Marjorie Burnham for Victorian 
Evening in aid of Church Extension 
Fund. Costume wearers 

welcome/refreshments. Tickets £3.50 
from 0494 482383. 

Sat 12. BURNHAM, Slough, Haymill 
Centre. Handbell Ringers of Great Bri- 
tain South East Region Rally from 2 to 
5 pm. Evening concert 7 pm. Tickets £2 
(£1 concessions) from 0628 602194. 
Sat 12. EAST HAGBOURNE near Did- 
cot. St Andrew’s Church. Organ Recital 
by Ronald Perrin of Ripon Cathedral at 
7.45 pm. Details 0235 850719. 

Sun 13. OVING, Bucks. All Saints 
Church, 6 pm. Praise Service. Preacher: 
David Winter. 

Sun 13. OXFORD. Mansfield College 
Chapel, 3-5 pm. For anyone wanting to 
learn the organ: Give the King of In- 
struments a Whirl! Refreshments, slide 
shows, demonstrations. Admission free. 
Details: Keith Lambert, 0235 527757. 
Sun 13. ADDERBURY. Colegrave 
Seeds Glasshouses, Milton Road. OPEN 
DAY 12.30 to 5 pm. £1 per head, acom- 
panied children free. No dogs, teas 
available — funds to St Peter’s Church, 
Hook Norton Restoration Fund. 

Tues 15. WINDSOR. Visit to St 
George’s Chapel arranged by Oxford 
Guild of Vergers for Sung Evensong at 
5.15 pm the tour of the chapel. 

Tues 15. OXFORD, David Owen, 
leader of the Social Democrats will ad- 
dress an open meeting at the University 
Church of St Mary the Virgin, Oxford on 
“The Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics” at 8. 15 pm. Supper served in 
the Old Library from 8.15 pm. 

Wed 16. OXFORD. Open Synod 
Group, the Priory Room, Christ Church 
Cathedral, 7.30 pm. Opportunity to hear 
and question some of those who may be 
standing for General Synod, bring and 
share supper. 

Wed 16, Sat 19. SANDOWN PARK, 

Esher, Surrey. Christian Resources Ex- 
hibition 10 am - 5 pm. Huge range of ex- 
hibits, 60 lectures on everything from 
“Fifty fresh ideas for Sunday school 
teachers” to “Combatting occult in- 
fluences”, Music and Worship pro- 
gramme, Christians in thte Arts etc. 
Details from the organiser 08444 2894. 
Thurs 17. OXFORD. St Clement’s 
Church, Gatehouse Concert to raise 
money for Oxford Homeless Drop- 
In Centre. Tickets £5 from Rosemary Pill- 
ing, 30 St Giles, Oxford. 

Fri 18, Sat 19. BANBURY. The Bible 


Society course “Know the Scriptures”. 
Contact The Revd R. Gill, Banbury Bap- 
tist Church, The Church Centre, 
Horsefair, Banbury OX16 0AH. 

Sat 19. DORCHESTER ABBEY. A 
charity concert in aid of Motor Neurone 
Disease Association. Steventon and Ab- 
ingdon Choral Societies and Wantage 
Silver Band perform Handel, Faure, 
Vaughan Williams and Bizet. Tickets £5 
(concessions £3.50); wine reception 
7-7.30 pm. 

Sat 19. ARBORFIELD. Christian Aid 
10 mile sponsored footpath walk to raise 
funds for water on tap in the Third 
World. Details from Steve Bacon on 
0734 760961. 

Sat 19. WADDESDON. Church of 
England Secondary School Church and 
Village Fete at 2.30 pm. Come and 
celebrate the 800th anniversary of St 
Michael and All Angels Church. 

Wed 23. OXFORD. “Mary, the Divini- 
ty of Man; the scandal of Protestantism” 
by Richard Major at 1 Canterbury Road, 
8.15 pm (coffee 8 pm). 

Thurs 24. NEWBURY. Traidcraft 
Evening, 8 pm St Nicholas’ Churc Hall. 
Sat 26. BURNHAM. United Reformed 
Church, Stomp Rd. Barn Dance to 
celebrate 24 years of handbell ringing, 

7.30 to 10.30 pm. Tickets including 
refreshments £2 (families £4 from 0628 
602194. 

Sat 26. ISLIP. Cross Tree Green 
Market, 10.30 am. Stalls and products. 
Details from Rectory. 

Sun 27. WEST ILSLEY. All Saints 
Church, Berkshire. “Songs of Praise” 
servie at 6 pm. Details 0635 28543. 
Mon 28. WROXTON, Banbury. Church 
Fete and Craft Fair, 2 pm. Stalls, 
sideshows, teas. Punch & Judy, Morris 
Dancers. Village Garden open for Na- 
tional Garden Scheme. 

Mon 28. LINSLADE, St Barnabas 
Spring Fair from 11 am to 4 pm. Engine 
rides, sideshows, stalls, arena events, 
refreshments. Details 0525 370857. 

JUNE 

Sat 2. CHOLSEY, St Mary’s Church, 
near Wallingford. Music in Worship 
Trust Day Conference: “Leading wor- 
ship with the guitar”. Tutor Stephen Ball 
(Community of Celebration). Fee £5. Not 
suitable for beginners. Details from Mrs 
Thorns 0491 652237. 

Sat 2. WALTHAM FARM, Berks Ap 
plied Rural Alternatives Cooperative in- 
vite you to find out about farming without 
chemicals and humane animal husbandry. 
Contact 10 Highfield Cl, Wokingham, 
RG1 1 IDG. 

Sat 2. STOKENCHURCH. Longbur 
row Hall 8 pm. Local models of all ages 
in fashion show of daywear and wedding 
garments. Tickets £3 (£1.50 

seniors/children) includes refreshments. 
In aid of SS Peter & Paul Church Exten- 
sion Fund. Details H. Wycombe 482383. 
Mon 4. OXFORD. Keble College at 

5.30 pm. The Eric Abbott Memorial lec- 
ture “Priesthood and the search for credi- 
ble Catholicism: models of spiritual 
formation” by the Very Revd Alan 
Jones, Dean of Grace Cathedral, San 
Francisco. 

Sun 3. OXFORD. Pentecost in the Park. 
Oxford Council of Churches Annual Ser- 
vice. Preacher: Bishop Khair — ud Din 
from Pakistan. Meet at St Andrew’s 
School, London Road, Headington. Ser- 
vice in Bury Knowle Park. Bring your 
own banners. 

Tues 5. HOLTON, Nr Oxford. Holton 
Rectory Focus on Nigeria with Revd 
Jacob Ajetunmobi, Chaplain to Nigerian 


Students in Britain. 10.30-4.30 pm. 
Please bring your own lunch. 

Sat 9. Sun 10. STOKE ROW. “Puff N’ 
Stuff’ Mini Traction Engine Rally. 10 
am to 5 pm. Proceeds to Langtree Team 
Churches. Details 0491 680979. 

Sat 9. BURFORD. High St. Carnival 

12.30 pm to celebrate 9th Centenary of 
Granting of Burford’s Charter. 

Sat 9. NETHER WINCHENDON. 
Fete, 2 pm in beautiful grounds of Nether 
Winchendon House near Aylesbury. 
Entertainment, stalls, teas. All in aid of 
St Nicholas’ Restoration Fund and other 
charities. 

Fri 8-Sun 9. READING. St Barnabas, 
Elm Road. Flower Festival. Also fete on 
June 9. 

Sat 9. BURFORD. Church concert by 
Burford Orchestra, conductor Mark God- 
dard. Music by Strauss, Goddard, 
Beethoven 6th Symphony. 7.30 pm. 
Tickets £3.50 (concessions £2). 

Sun 10. BURFORD. Church Service of 
Thanksgiving at 1 1 am. Charter Service 
with the Burford Singers. Preacher: The 
Bishop of Oxford. Refreshments in Lady 
Chapel. 

Mon 11. EMMER GREEN, Nr 
Reading, St Barnabas Church. For St 
Barnabas Day. The Rt Revd Hugh 
Montefiore, former Bishop of Birm- 
ingham, will preach and celebrate at 7.30 
pm. 

Tues 12. DRAYTON Nr Abingdon). 
Village Hall. “Media Awareness and The 
Good News” a day conference for clergy 
and interested laity from 10.15 am-3.15 
pm. Tickets £4.50 to include Ploughmans 
Lunch. Book via Mrs Harris on Famham 
Common 4177. 

Thurs 21. CHESHAM. Elgiva Hall. A 
special mid-summer Lunch Break to 
welcome Stuart Pascall of the Saltmine 
Trust at 12.30 pm. Details from Helen 
White, 115 Vale Road, Chesham. 

Sun 24. READING. St Mary. The Butts 
at 8pm. Music for choir and organ. In- 
cludes Dvorak Mass in D. Reading 
Festival Chorus. Admission by pro- 
gramme £5, £6 (some concessions). 0734 
694411. 

Fri 22-Sun 24. WHITE WALTHAM, 

Nr Maidenhead. St Mary’s Flower 
Festival. In aid of Church Fabric and 
Thames Valley Hospice. Details Mrs J. 
Hobson on Maidenhead 38569. 

Sat 23. WHITE WALTHAM. St 
Mary’s Soiree 7.30 pm. Tickets £4 in- 
cluding refreshments. Details as above. 

NOTICES 

Oxford Centre for Mission Studies fifth 
annual series of summer schools: June 
25-30 and July 2-July 6 1990. “Towards 
an understanding of Christian encounter 
with those of other faiths”. Resource per- 
sons include Bishop Michael Nazir- Ali. 
Dr Vinay Samuel, Dr Joachim Wietzke 
and Dr Christopher Wright. Resience in 
Wycliffe Hall Theological College, Ox- 
ford. Cost: £100 per week for full board 
and accommodation plus £80 per week 
for sessions. For more details contact 
Summer School, OCMS, PO Box 70, 
Oxford OX2 6HB. 

The St Theosavia Centre for the Study 
and Promotion of Christian Spirituali- 
ty has planned two day conferences: Sat 
May 12 — The Christian Attitude to the 
Environment; Sat May 26 — The Com- 
munion of Saints in East and West. Both 
are at 10.30am-4pm at the Oxford Cen- 
tre for Mission Studies, Woodstock Rd, 
Oxford (formerly SS Philip and James 
Church). Conference fee £4 (concession 
£2). Bring your own sandwiches, coffee 
provided. Enquiries to the Director: 
Canon A. M. Allchin 0865 57905. 


FREE INITIAL 

HYPNOTHERAPY 

CONSULTATION 

Having problems with 
stress, over-weight, 
smoking, phobias, 
passing exams etc? 

If so , contact: 

P. NOBLE MIAH on 

WATTON (0953) 883741 

or WYMONDHAM 

(0953) 607153 

Videos and personally directed 

cassettes available 


Hands across the ocean 

MY wife and I have recently returned from a month’s visit to 
the USA. We have been many times before, but this time we 
had a larger opportunity than usual of seeing the Episcopal 
Church in action in town and country. 

We spent the whole time in the southern dioceses of S. Carolina (still 
recovering from the devastations of Hurricane Hugo) and Georgia. 

What impressed me most was the sheer enthusiasm of the congrega- 
tions I visited there. “Spectators” are not allowed. Anyone who iden- 
tifies himself as an Anglican is drawn into a distinct, idenifiable 
fellowship. 

He is expected to pay his way at a level almost unthinkable in the 
Church of England. He is expected to undergo a continuous course of 
religious education (“Sunday Schools” are for all — every Sunday, for 
children and adults, for men and women), and he is expected to serve 
the community in any way for which his talents suit him. 

The Episcopal Church is not “established”. It has many competitors, 
and loyalty to the congregation is expected and on the whole given. It 
was in refreshing contrast with the rather casual occasional member- 
ship so often associated with the Church of England parish. 

But the main purpose of my visit was to take part in a conference 
of bishops, convened by an old friend — until recently the Bishop of 
S. Carolina — to strengthen the hands and the hearts of many American 
bishops who feel threatened by the eccentric conduct and sometimes 
eccentric beliefs which have surfaced in their Church over the past few 
years. 

The conference issued a comprehensive statement on the authority 
of Scripture and the apostolic tradition, largely based on a statement 
of belief by the Church of England House of Bishops in 1986. But 
perhaps even more important than the statement was the way the con- 
ference ended — with a remarkable, unplanned experience of unity in 
the Spirit, which will long live in my memory. 

We were back to Pentecost, it was a case of “hands across the Atlan- 
tic” — an exprience of unity which transcended our obvious differences 
of style and organisation. 

We returned, tired indeed after much travelling, but proud to be 
members of the Anglican Communion, a fellowship so diverse, yet so 
cohesive in the essentials of the faith. 

Stuart Blanch 

Lord Blanch is the former Archbishop of York and the author of numerous 
books. He lives near Banbury. 
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-Opening up— 
a new era 



THE children and staff of St Nicolas Church of England School, 
Newbury have every reason to smile. They have recently moved in- 
to a splendid new school in Link Road, which includes two teaching 
wings, a technology area, and will eventually include an all-weather 
sports pitch. 

The move is not before time. In 1859, a school associated with 
St Nicolas’ Church moved from a succession of humble premises 
to a prestigious building opposite the Rectory in Enbourne Road. 
Rectors and their Rectories moved with the times, but the school 
struggled through the decades with a succession of adaptations and 
alterations. 

The school’s headmaster, Mr Brian Sterry, is delighted with the 
move. He said: “St Nicolas schoolchildren are responding to their 
new surroundings, and are indeed most fortunate to have a wonderful 
new school — something that has only happened twice in 131 years.” 

Photo: Courtesy Newbury Weekly News. Behind the new sliding 
door are Mr Mike Braide, James Hayes (8) and Lis Armstrong (9). 


Who’s Who in the Diocese 


The BISHOP of OXFORD 

The Rt Revd Richard Harries 
Diocesan Church House, 

North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 
0NB. Tel: Oxford (0865) 
244566. 

AREA BISHOPS AND 
ARCHDEACONS: 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE: The 
Rt Revd Simon Burrows, 
Bishop of Buckingham, 
Sheridans, Grimms Hill, 

Great Missenden, Bucks, 

HP16 9BD. Tel: 024 062173. 
Archdeacon: The Ven John 
Morrison, 60 Wendover Road, 
Aylesbury, Bucks 
HP21 9LW. Tel: 0296 
23269. 


OXFORDSHIRE: The Rt 
Revd Anthony Russell, 

Bishop of Dorchester, 

Holmby House, Sibford 
Ferris, Banbury, Oxon OX15 
5RG. Archdeacon: The Ven 
Frank Weston, Christ 
Church, Oxford, OX1 1DP. 
Tel: 0865 276185. 

BERKSHIRE: The Rt Revd 
John Bone, Bishop of 
Reading, Greenbanks, Old 
Bath Road, Sonning, Reading 
RG1 0SY. Tel: 0734 692187. 
Archdeacon: The Ven David 
Griffiths, 21 Wilderness 
Road, Earley, Reading, RG6 
2RU. Tel: 0734 663459. 



NIGEL 
ROGERS 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

Specialist in hand toning and tinting to give 
your wedding photos that special look. 



Professional service at 
realistic prices. 

Local service. 

Tel: (0831) 110418 



MIRROR WARDROBES 



Makes Rooms Feel Bigger & Brighter 


♦ Free design, quotation 
by experienced fitter 

- 500 installations to date 

♦ Made to measure 


♦ Free leaflet, price 
list, information pack 

♦ High quality wide 
sliding doors 


CLASSIC ««g 04882417 






